. will use as occasions of offence. 
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Che 
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HOLINESS AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 


THAT holiness of heart and life are inseparable 
is one of the first principles of the gospel. Every 
providential circumstance in which the Christian 
is placed brings its peculiar obligations of action 
or suffering for his Master. Every well-estab- 
lished or incidentally occurring relation to bis 


fellow-men involves responsibilities which must 
be met. 
or the frequency of their occurrence;be burden- 
some, if the heart be right with God. On the 
other hand, they will be accepted with gladness, 
and discharged with cheerful and prompt obe- 
dience, as so many favored opportunities of lay- 
ing up a treasure in heaven. 

Among the Christian’s relative duties, none. 
perhaps, are more important than those growing 
out of church-membership. We need not pause 
here to show the obligation of every disciple of 
Jesus to unite with some body of his fellow-disci- 
ples, who have the preached word and the re- 
quired ordinances. Extraordinary indeed must 
be the circumstances justifying its neglect. 

Assuming, therefore, the duty of church-mem- 
bership, what are its peculiar obligations? or, 
rather, how will eminent holiness be best shown 
in this relation? — how will those who are en- 
tirely sanctified show it to their brethren and 
sisters with whom they are in immediate cove-— 
nant, and with whom they gather around the | 
facramental altar, and mingle in tae social and 
public means of grate? 

It is manifest that they will exhibit this emi- 
nent attainment in diyine grace in the temper of 
mind with which they meet the trials and dis- 
charge the duties of this relation. We have re- 
marked that there are duties and trials peculiar to 
each of our several Cliristian relations. So long 
as God’s people are beset with infirmities will 


This he did in 
the early church. How sadly does the apostle 
tell the Corinthians that it had been declared 
unto him that there were contentions among 
them. How earnestly he exhorts them to put 
away all divisions. The apostles everywhere 
comimand the churches **to love as brethren; ” 
to “‘consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works; * they enjoin upon the mem- 
bers to see that they love one another “ witha 
pure heart, fervently,’ and to be * kindly affee- 


tioned one to another, with brotherly love.” | 


Their Master had before given them like injune- 
tions; he had said, ‘As I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.” ‘* By this shall all men 


one to another.’’ 


The truly sanctified take 


the lead in the churches in obeying these 


commands. 
very spirit which dictated them, therefore obe- 
dience is easy. 
among brethren, they know how to show the 
excellence of * forbearing one another in love.” 


Nor will the greatness of these duties | their judgment of others. 


| 


They have hearts filled with the 


On all occasions for hardness 


They have put away ‘‘all bitterness and evil 
speaking.” 
towards all men,” but especially towards their 
brethren. We know that it has been said that 
many professing perfect love, separate themselves 
from the rest of the church with which they are 
connected, and form cliques of their own num- 
bers, and thus cultivate coldness and jealousies; 
that they are impatient of reproof, and unkind in 
Doubtless these are 
often slanderous reports, growing out of a want 
of sympathy with and a lack of appreciation of 
the deep things of God. But if any protessing to 
be cleansed from all sin are fairly chargeable 
with such a spirit and conduct, they have need to 
learn the true state of their own hearts. Without 
discouragement, but with true humility and sin- 


cere confession, they should cry unto God saying, 


‘‘ Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, 
and know my thoughts; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.”’ The pastor of the church should find 
those of his members professing this high attain- 
ment the most ‘ easy to be entreated,” the most 
patient under reproof, the most teachable, —in a 
word, the most loving and lovely of his flock. 
They should be its peacemakers, patterns of holy 
tempers, ‘‘ bearing all things,’ so that ‘* they who 
are of a contrary part may be ashamed, having 


no evil thing to say of them.” As the church is | 


the “salt” and “light” of the world, those 
perfected in loye are the salt and light of the 
church. 

There is a wonderful power in being holy, —in 
being filled with all the fulness of God,— and no- 
where may it be exerted at the present time more 
tothe glory of God, than in the church itself. 
The substance of what we have to say, then, un- 
der this head is, that the first duty belonging to 


the church relation of the wholly sanctified 
there be provocations which the enemy of souls | Christian is, that he show the spirit of this blessing 


| 


/ under all its trials, and in spite of every provoca- 


tion to depart from it, growing out of bis own or 
others’ infirmities. 


We may add a few words concerning the prac-. 


tical duties of such to and in the church. The 
divine injunction is, that we do good unto all 
men, ‘‘especially unto those who are of the 
household of faith; ** to let our light shine before 
men, that they may see our good works, and glori- 


fy our Father which is in beaven; that we “do 


good and communicate, and forget not;” that 
we do not shut up our bowels of compassion from 
a brother who has need; that we “ be filled with 
all the fruits of righteousness,” being ready to 


every good word and work. But the duties which 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love | belong more immediately to this relation are the 


They have learned to be “ gentle . 
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support of its worship by our moral and material 
aid. We are toexalt it as a God-appointed way 
of promoting his cause. We are to exert our 
influence through the church, as much as possible. 
We will not say how far a holy person may act 
with organizations and societies outside of the 
church, in order to promote religious ends; but 
we Can say, most emphatically, that we believe 
that God intends that the church, as constituted 
‘by the covenanted relations of his people to him 
and one another, should be a power of supreme 
good in saving the world. We must honor her, 
then. We are to “take pleasure in her stones. 
and favor the dust thereof.’ Our substance’should 
be laid freely upon her altar. We owe her much 
even for our temporal prosperity, and our offer- 
ings should not be of the lame of the flock, nor 
the gleanings of the field, but of the fatlings and 
the first fruits. 

The above isa statement in spirit, we think, of 
the practical duties of a/l church-members; and 
what is the duty of all, should be eminently iilus- 
trated in‘ the conduct of those * filled with all 
the fulness of God.’? They must not complain 
that they are watched narrowly for the fruit of 
their blessing in this respect. According to their 
means, they should abound in every self-sacrilic- 
ing effort for Zion. When she requires labor and 
money, it will. not do to give her loud professions 
instead. As the person enjoying this blessing 
understands better than others the true relation 
of the world to the soul, and of time to eternity, 
he can exercise a stronger faith in God, and make 
greater sacrifices. 

Our sentiment is, therefore, that perfect love 
will make better elders, deacons, stewards, 
Classleaders, Sunday-school superintendents and 
teachers; ina word, that it will perfeet the believer 

asa church-member so far as erring man can be 
perfected. Ol that Zion would arise and shine; 
that she would put on the beautilul garments of 
holiness, separating herself from the world, and 
shaking herself of its dust, and come up out of 
the wilderness, ‘‘ fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners!” 
Then would the time to favor her, the set time. 
have come. To this end let the lovers of holiness 
stand by her. Let them recollect that [le who 
bas sanctified them, loves her. That he has pur- 

- chased her with his own blood, to this very end, 
that he might redeem her from ail iniquity. 


“ PEAR NOT.” 


Why should you fear, trembling disciple of the 
gentle Jesus? Is he not as strong to save as he is 
tender of those who confide in him? What if the 
tempest how!]s fearfully, and the billows go over 
you? At his bidding there shall be a great calm. 
Why should you fear? Is he not an infinite 

- Saviour? Has your unbelief robbed him of his 
divinity, at the same time that it has taken from 
you the consolations of his all-sufficient support’ 


Think of his works of mercy while upon earth? 


Was anything too hard for him? The foulest 
leprosy, the fiercest demoniac possession, the 
chains of inexorable death itself, all yielded 
to the touch of his power! How timely was 
his appearancee in the hour of his people's cis- 
tress. © Be not afraid.’ —* Be of good cheer,” 
Let not your heart be troubled,’ — were 
exclamations ever falling from his gracious 
lips upon the ears of trembling believers. Is 
your case so peculiar that the “excecding great 
and precious promeses*’ do not include it? Is 
there no example of his past loving-kindness to 
his people which affords you encouragement ?— 
Lot one of those who through faith inherited the 
promises, who isa fitting pattern for you? Are 
the deliveranheés so signally marking your own 
history, ungratefully forgotten? Come, ye who 
weep with Mary, behold the dead raised to lite 
again. Look up, ye who doubt with Thomas, 
and be assured that the Master does not mock 
you with a shadowy semblance, but that le who 


stands before you is * The First and the Last,’ — 


who “liveth and was dead;” and behold he is 
alive forevermore. 

Why do you fear? Is it for others, — some 
dear ftiend,— a beloved child,— a_ brother 
or sister, —whose exposure to danger alarms 
you? Are they in peril by land or sea? or ure 
any of these in the more fearful danger of the 
seconddeath? Why cannot you trust them in the 
hands of Him without whose notice a sperrow 
cannot fall to the ground? How full is the 
sacred record of examples of successful prayer 
for others? touching an exainple has 
Christ himself left usin this respect! ** Simon, 
Simon,—I have prayed for thee’ ‘ Iloly 


Father, keep through thine own name _ those 
whom thou hast given me.” Fear not then for 


the loved ones, nor let painful anxicties be in- 
dulved concerning them. Your arm cannot save, 
nor your eye guide them. Commit them to the 
yreat Keeper, and fear not. 

Do you think how tormenting your fear is? how 
it robs you of sleep by night. and of social com- 
fort by day? How dark are the clouds overcast- 
ing your spiritual sky! Fear has gathered them. 
tlow rough is the path you are called to tiead! 
Fear has cast stumbling-blocks in your way. 
How heavy the burden which is coustantly press- 
ing youearthward! Fear has imposed it, while 
faith would have cast it upon Ilim who bas “ car- 
ried our sorrows,” bidding you mount up on 
wings as eagles. | 

Do you think how dangerous your fear is? It 


drives away the Sanctilier and Comforter, aumits | 


the Tempter in his place, exposing the soul to his 
assaults. It lets in upon the heart the world like 
a flood. At its bidding the old man rallies again, 


and struggles successfully for his former ascen- 


dency. Indulged, it shuts the door of heaven, 
tor the ‘‘ fearful’ shall not enter there. 

Do you consider how wicked your fear is? It 
steals all your sweet fellowship with Christ and 
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his people. It spoils your holy hours. It makes 
the God of truth a liar. It violates his express 
command; for/ie has said, again and again, ten- 
derly and persuasively, ‘ Fear not.” 

Cast then the hated thing from you, trembling 
one. Venture upon his merey. Honor his prom- 
ises. Lovingly rest your aching head upon his 
breast, for there can no evil befall you. 


SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


A YOUNG DEBORAH. 


«“ The inhabitants of the villaces ceased, they ceased in 
Yarael, until that I leborah arose, until thit arose a 
mother in Israel.” — The Song of Deborah; Judges v, 7. 


For * inhabitants of the villages,’ several able 
critics read, “ champions,’ or “chiefs; the 
sense then, is, that there were no chiefs in Israe} 
until Deborah, a mother, arose to bring deliver- 
anee. God wrought wonderfully at that time for 
his people, by a pious woman; and so has he done 
in modern Israel, and sois he ever ready te do. 
The following narrative from “The Year of 
Grace in Ireland,” illustrates this. The writer 
had been speaking of the extension of the revival 
among the females. He then specifies the case of 
one whom he met when he was going to visit 
some awakened persons: — 

-& She had visited some houses, read, exhorted, 
and prayed. * The Lord,’ said she to allthe peo- 
ple in these houses, ‘ has sent me to bring you to 
him. Weis waiting for you. Arise, and follow 
me.’ And strange, but true, they ‘immediately 
arose and followed her.’ A widow woman, her 
sons and grandchildren, a mother with one child 
in her arms and anotherat her feet. trembling, and 
in tears, girls and boys who had risen from their 
looms, and men who had dropped their spades 
and Jeft their work in the open fields, all followed 
her across the country, while she marched at their 
head like a general. ‘ liere,’ said she, when I 
met her, pointins to her train of followers, ‘is my 
day's work; is it nota good one? They wanted 
me to stay at home, but [ would not. for I knew 
that the Lord had work for me to do. He has 
given me these.’ 

“* Rodear, said I, * do be quiet, and don't ex- 
cite yourself, or people will say you are going 
mad.’ She drew herself up in the most com- 
manding manner, and measuring me from head 
to foot, exclaim: d, ‘lamer stonished at you, Mr. 
M.; did you not teach ie in vour Sunda RG oe 
Bible- class? Oh, L teach the children 
now. I will bricg them to Jesus. I must do the 
will of my heavenly Father. Oh, I have a 
Father now. Doyou not remember the words of 
Jesus, when the Pharisees reproved him because 


he did not silence the little children who shouted 
hosanna as he marched into Jerusalem ?— [f 


these should hold their peace, immediately the 


very stones would ery out.”? I cannot hold my 
peace. Itis not I, but the Spirit of the Lord, that 
is speaking.’ 

“| was awed into silence as I stood before this 
young Deborah, and in the mean time fell into 


the rear, and became one of her followers. Itis . 


right to state that, in a few days, she calmed 
down, and became what she still continues to be, 
a warm-hearted, zealous, and consistent follower 
of Jesus. The excitement is gone, but not the 
Spirit which gave it birth. She did her work. 
She roused the country, and then retired into 
private life; and in the quiet home of the family 
circle she and her sisters are adorning the doc- 
trine of the gospel by a becoming walk and con- 
versation.” 


THE LIVING ONE. 


‘‘Tam he that liveth and was dead, and behold I am 
alive forevermore.” — fev. i. 18. 


The unbelief of the disciples of Christ buried 
their Master with his body which had hung upon 
the cross. Even the confiding Marys, and the 
affectionate John, thought of him as dead. How 
astonishing, then, to them is the declaration that 
he lives! What conflicting thoughts trouble the 
two disciples while walking to Emmaus! They 
had been made astonished by certain women, 
who were early at the sepulchre, and declared 
that he. was alive; but they were about to be 
made more astonished by that living Master him- 
self. It was the faith grounded upon this and 
other most abundant evidence that he lived, 
which wrought so radical a change in the hither- 
to timid followers of the Crucified One. By it 
they went forth preaching Christ and the resur- 
rection. They suffered in life, and sealed with 
their death the testimony that he was dead, and 
behold he is alive forevermore. The enemies of 
the cross could better endure any of its doctrines 
than this fundamental one. Yct it is just here 
that the believer receives all his soul-inspiring 
hopes. ‘“ He ever lives to make intercession for 
us.” ‘* Because he lives, we shall live also.” He 
has gone to prepare a place for us; that where he 
is, there we may bealso. ‘ We shall see him as 
he is;” and this is our assurance, net only that we 
shall be *‘ like him,” in a sense yet incomprehen- 
sible, but that we now have in some measure his 
image graciously formed in our hearts. 

But our thoughts not only run forward to that 
‘* forevermore” of the text, in which we shall be 
with him, but our faith is strengthened by the 
sublime truth that he “ was,’—“ the Beginning ” 
—* the Alpha.’’ As he said of himself; ‘‘ Before 
Abraham was, I am.” ‘In the beginning was 
the Word.” Under his eye creation in its mag- 
nitude and order and beauty came forth, because 
“by him all things were made.” The didast of the 
angels have known and worshipped him from 
their youth. He has always been the familiar 


name in heaven. 
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John had Jooked upon the face of this Living 
One, and pillowed his head upon his bosom, 
while the divinity was veiled in humanity; but 
when he saw him in apocalyptic vision, he * fell 
at his feet as dead.’ Yet still, in heaven as upon 
earth, whether among his people ‘as one that 
serveth,” or as their judge sitting upon ‘the 
great white throne,’ his language to his people 
is ever that of te:derness and love. ** Come, ye 
blessed of my Father,’*—‘ Fear not.” Surely 
“we have a stroug consolation who have fled for 
a refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.”’ 
While the Living One is this consolation, our 
hope is ‘as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadtast.”” 


EDITOR'S DRAWER. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 


THE Rev. Brother Lb. writes in reference to an 


inclosed article, in which his recent experience | 


is sketched :— 

‘* Various hindrances have delayed the inclosed 
article. As it is, I have written it hurriedly to- 
day with asore hand. But though imperfect, jt 
conveys a true history of an experience to me 
richer and grander than I could have conceived, 
Nevertheless, it may be hard to acknowledge. I 
Wish sometimes that T could write more plainly 
when I touch upon my religious experience. But 
to me it is like walking amid the gardens of the 
wealthy, and lister ing to summer breath+*, when- 
ever I think of God's deeds and words tome. 1 
hope you and your readers will understand me, 
and receive my word as true, and my experience 
as real. However, when the church comes spir- 
itually to read the Cauticles and the Apocalypse, 
they will deem my language faint and inex- 
pressive.” 

Another brother thus alludes to the recent pos- 
session of a spiritual blessing, and the means by 
which it was obtained: — 

* Though I am a stranger to you, I feel, while I 
write, that we are of the same family. I thank 
God from the depths of my heart that he ever put 
it into your mind to engage in a work so incon- 
ceivably glorious. Be encouraged, brother, for 
your labors are extending the glory of God, and, 
of course, the happiness of man. This is illus- 
trated in my own experience. Last fall, after 
& being a professor for about two years, I discov- 
ered, by reading the Bible, and by the teachings 
of the Spirit, that there was a higher life, and 1 
began to striggle to attain it. In my struggles I 
met with a sister, providentially, who had a 
year’s subscription of the Guide, from July, ‘55, 
to July, 56. She loaned it to me, and by the aid 
of the Spirit in reading its pages, I was led into 
the liberty of fullsalvation. I then subscribed for 


it; and, it comes to me as a more than welcome 
visitor. I would not part withit. I should bein 
a measure lost without it. TF consider it the best 
publication of the kind with which I am ac- 
quainted. I shall laborto get subscribers for it, 
asa duty, for in so doing I feel that I am doing 
good,.”’ 


4 


PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY. 


A brother writing from Okolona, Mississippi, . 


after proposing to the readers of the Guide to 
meet in secret prayer during the closing light of 
each day, says: — 

* Dear Christian friends, there never did prob- 
ably exist a greater necessity for earnest, impor- 
tunate prayer, than at present. There is nowa 
dark cloud hanging Over us as a nation. The 
prayer of faith is mighty, and must prevail. ‘If 
ve shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. 

jut thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in seeret, and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 
Let us then beseech our heavenly Father to scat- 
ter the clouds of darkuess, and lift the light of 
his countenance upon us, 


‘-* Lord, while for all mankind we pray, 
Of every clime and coast, 
Oh, hear us for our native land, — 
The land, we love the most. 


** Lord of the nations, thus to thee 
Our country we commend; 
Be thou her refuge and her trust, 
everlasting Friend.” 


DR. AND MKS. PALMER. 


The foreign correspondent. of the Pittsburg 
Christian Advocate, writing from England under 
the date of Dec. 6, says: — 

* De. eud Mrs. Palmer, of New York city, have 
now been in this country more than. twelve 
months, incessantly at work in continuous re- 
vival efforts. ‘Their labers have been restricted 


almost exclusively to places of worship belonging — 


to Couterence Methodists. Several attempts have 
been made by the evangelical clergy of the 
Church of England to induce them to labor with- 


in their pale; but only in one instance have Dr. 
and Mrs. Palmer yielded. The Vicar of Swanage 
prevailed. ou them to conduct one service under 
his direction, which was made a great blessing to 


the villagers.” 


LETTER FROM IRELAND, 


A communication from Rey. I. S. Nuttis, of 
Ireland, came too late for this number. It will 
appear in our next. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER. ° 


CHILDREN BROUGHT TO THE FEAST. 


WE have observed that‘when, in any religious 
society, or in any community at large, there is a 
festival, at which good things are prepared for 
the table, parents generally are very sure to 
eecure the attendance of their children. Nor are 
the children themselves at all backward i avail- 
ing themselves of the privileges of the occasion. 
This is right, when used with proper discretion. 
How blessed it would be if parents and children 
would together attend the spiritual feasts which 
God prepares for all who choose tocome! The 
Lord invites all. 

The year 1859 was distinguished in Ireland by 
a wonderful revival of religion. It has been 
called ‘‘ the year of grace,” and a book has been 
published with this title, giving a very interest- 
ing account of the work. We notice that many 
young people and children’ partook of this feast 
prepared by Christ. We make a few extraets fur 
the youthful readers of the Guide, hoping that 
they too will come, for the tables are now spread 
here in mercy in this year of 1851, and all things 
are ready. 


THE PLOUGHBOY AND HIS MUSE. 


At Portrush, one of the principal watering- 
places in the North of Ireland, the revival broke 
out in wonderful power.{ During the prayer- 
meeting in a furm-house, ore day, there was much 
emotion. At its close a tall, stout, able-bodied 
young man, twenty years ofage, R. R., the farm- 
er’s eldest son, approached one of the ministers, 
trembling, and seizing him by the hand, as tears 
flowed fast,—‘‘ Mr. S., youcan't leave.” “ Why, 
Robert?” * Oh, you can’t leave me in this state!” 
“ Why, what is wrong?” “Oh, I’m go ill,— such 
a load upon my heart.” * But can’t you go with 
your load to the cross, and Jesus will take it from 
you? He says, *Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy l&den, and I will give you rest.’ » 
but I can’t “Can't you pray Christ 
to take you?”’ “ No, I’m so ill, I can’t; will you 


pray?” 


So saying, he fell on his knees before the minis 
ter, who proceeded in prayer. The young man 
had just come in from the plough, with his 
horses, just in time to catch the prayer that by 
the Spirit’s grace enabled him to put his hands to 
another plough, and, thank God, he did not look 
back. This converted ploughboy wrote a piece of 
poetry called “‘The Convert’s Prayer,” which 
found its way to America during the revival, and 
has been published in several of the papers. May 
God make the Irish ploughboy a mighty worker 
in his vineyard. 


THE LITTLE ORPHAN MAID. 


_ The story of the fatherless and motherless little 
servyant-maid is thus told by her pastor: — 


‘She is only thirteen years of age, and when 
about seven was left by a wretched mother in a 
farm-house, and she never came back to inquire 
after the child; and some time after, the poor 
thing heard that all the being she had for a 
mother was dead. It was early for the little crea- 
ture to put down her tiny hands to work for 
bread; but so it was, and she can say, ‘ When 
my father and my mother forsake me. then the 
Lord will take me up.’ She, by the kindness of 
her mistress, is permitted to attend regularly the 
Presbyterian Sunday school, and, by the care of 
an excellent teacher, can read very well. Inthe 
beginning of August, her mistress being from 
home, she was left alone in the house, and there 
came under deep conviction of sin; and when 
her mistress came home, she found her lying in 
bed weeping; and afterwards she was again 
stricken while pulling flax in the field. When I 
called, in answer to the question, when this work 
of grace began in her soul, her reply was, ‘ Sev- 
eral weeks ago.” ‘ What brought you to think?’ 
‘Just felt l was a great sinner, and needed Jesus.’ 
‘Ilave you got him?’ ‘Yes.’ *How do you 
know?’ ‘ Because my sins are taken away.’ 
‘Ilow do you know that?’ ‘God says the blood 
of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin.’ ‘Are you resting on that word of his?’ 
‘O yes, sir.’ 


‘‘As additional reasons for her being forgiven, 


she said she now loved the Bible, which she did 
not do before; loved prayer, and felt it sweeter. 
She was next asked what she prayed for. ‘ For 
the blood of Christ to cleanse my sins away, and 
the Spirit of Truth to renew and sanctify my 
nature, and that he would be father and mather 
unto me.’ During these answers tears fell fast, 
but at the last allusion to her orphan sitwWation, a 
convulsive sob shook her breast, and the shower 
from her eyes came on heavier. It may be easily 
supposed that there was no one present unmoved. 
As a Jast question, she was asked whether there 
was any particular text, more than another, on 
which her soul reposed since she found peace. 
‘Yes,’ she replied. ‘What is it?’ She raised 
her hand over her eyes, it seeming vain to try to 
stem the flowing springtide, and in broken sobs 
repeated, as well as choking utterance would 
let her, ‘Il am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

“One of the Scots worthies departed this life 
sitting at his breakfast table, having requested his 


daughter to open the family Bible and lay it be- — 


fore him, and place his forefinger on those two 
verses; and the priceless passage that formed 
peaceful anchorage for the happy spirit of the 
departing worthy going home, forms anchorage 


| for the little Irish orphan maid, stunted in bodily 


growth by toil and hardship from a child, yet 
admitted a daughter of the Great King.” 
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(Original. ] 
“HOLINESS IS THE GREAT 
SECRET OF SUCCESS.” 


BY REV. ISAAC SEPTIMUS NULLIS. 


So wrote a venerable old man, whe 
said once iri our hearing, in a large mar- 
ket-place, amidst hundreds of people, | 
“Pve been one of the Lord’s ministers for | 
nearly thirty years, — have knelt by the side 
of hundreds crying for mercy, and never | 
saw one (who came eenry to’ the 
Saviour) turned empty away.” 


Christ’s army, has encouraged us in many 


can now read concern, earnestness, and 
belief of eternal realities, in the teacher’s 
eye. The tear, sigh, groan, and solemn 
inquiry,— “ Do you love Jesus ?” —all 
tell that some great change has been pass- 


ing on her spirit. That change is holiness, 


/and this is the fruit. But does it end 
here? No. The children feel the influ- 


‘ence, repent, pray, seek mercy, and obtain’ 


it, — go home, — tell their friends, — deep 
concern is manifested,— a revival follows, 
and God is glorified. 

Take an instance. A teacher (in a 
Sabbath school well known to the writer) — 
obtained the blessing of entire sanctifiva- 


This, coming from an old warrior ; 


a conflict, and caused the words at the tion, and when meeting her little class, 
commencement of this sete to have repented deeply of her enthithfulness, and - 


greater effect. a 

There isa power in holiness, — a power 
that will cause the most hardened to feel 
and own that “there is a Christian — a 
living representation of Christianity,—a 
follower of Christ,” And when a man is 
seen to live a holy life, his words will have 
a greater effect,— his prayers will be be- 
lieved in, and his profession credited ; for 
there ut is before you, you cannot contradict 
it without belying your own convictions. 

The nature of this holiness, and manner 
of receiving it, we do not purpose entering 
upon now, but shall only speak of some of 
its effects. Let us look at them. 

1. In the Sabbath School. See that 
teacher. School time has almost arrived. 
With a heavy, reluctant heart, she goes 
towards the school. Satan whispers, — 
“ You’ve labored long. The children are 
getting worse. You'll do no good. Bet- 
ter give it up, and have your liberty.” 
The temptation continues, and Sabbath 
-after Sabbath the heart responds, ‘“ No 
use,—I’ll give it up the first opportunity.” 
But let this same teacher obtain the bless- 
ing of purity of heart. She then sees her 
failures, — unfruitfulness and unfaithful- 
ness,— feels her responsibility,— thinks, 
— resolves,—acts. The children may 


have been light, trifling, inattentive. Now 
But why? Ah! you 
7 


see the change! 


‘commenced at once to act for God. She 
spoke of Jesus to them, with her heart 
yearning for their salvation as it had never 
yearned before. One little girl, under ten 
years of age (who was more light and 
trifling than any of the others), went home > 
and prayed,— was deeply convinced of 
sin, and after attending a six o'clock love- 
feast, on Christmas-day morning, 1858, 
retired to her room, and found the pearl 
of great price. She attended a tea- 
meeting shortly after, and when the con- 
gregation had been requested to speak to 
one soul about Jesus, every week during 
the year 1859, she raised her hand (with 
some others) as one who would try to do 
so. Her teacher said: ** And who do you 
intend speaking to?” “ Aly futher and 
mother first,’ was the little girl’s reply. 
One morning, at a five-o’clock prayer 
meeting, we saw a young woman upon her 
knees, weeping, seeking mercy, and an- 
other woman near her, weeping bitterly. 
We kneeled with one, and prayed for her. 
The woman thought the other had forgot- 
ten her pocket handkerchief. We heard 
a noise, — looked up and saw the woman 
tear her own handkerchief in two, — give 
the young woman half to wipe her eyes, 
and keep the other half to wipe her own. 
They both found salvation, and, when we 
arose from our knees, found it to be the 
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end? And all~to be traced back to. this. 
teacher’s obtaining the blessing holiness 
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mother of the little girl and her servant. 
At night, they brought the father, and he 
wept, trembled, believed, and then re- 
joiced in the Lord. A young man lodging 
with them, and in training for a captain, 
next became an object of their solicitude. 

He stood out some time, but in about a 
month his distress was so great one night 
(after returning from a preaching service), 
that he could eat no supper, and they were 
obliged to take him to a minister’s house 
for his instructions and prayers. They 
knelt to pray, and deliverance-came. He 
passed’ his examination, took command 
of a vessel, and on leaving the shores of 
Old England, wrote to say he was “ quite 
And who knows where this may 


of heart. 

2. Let us now visit the Class-Room. 
Look into that little room. See the leader 
there, with his four, five, or six members. 
Now they sing, but it is not much in the 
spirit. He prays, but it is hard work, — 
his members do not lay hold with him. It 
seems as though he cannot rise. He pro- 
ceeds to inquire into their state. His way 
of asking them does not awaken any 
thought. The old stereotype answer 
comes, —‘“ Well, I thank God for his 
mercies to me; find a good many troubles 
and trials, but am determined to get on 
better.” He gives them a few general- 
isms, and passes on. And when the close 
comes, they feel relieved to think it is 
over. But let this same leader obtain that 
‘holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord.” He longs for class-night. He 
is there in time. Members increase. 
Singing is different. Prayers are mighty. 
He has some new victory to acquaint his 
class with. He opens his mouth, — his 
soul is all on fire, and it burns in the 
hearts of his members. His experience is 
not a number of words without meaning, 
— not something he makes up as he goes 
along, but his experience, — something he 
has passed through. His inquiry awakens 


thought, — his looks, —his all. You can- 
not sit and make up a tale. You must 
either get into a better state, or stay away; 
but this last will not do, for the leader is 
alive, and will be after you. ‘“ Well,” 
thinks the an “if God can sanctify 
him, he can me.” He seeks and obtains, 
— goes to class, —his heart burns, — the 
leader comes round, and with a joyful 
heart, he tells of Jesus’ love and full sal- 
vation. It Has an effect on others. The 
class-room becomes a little heaven, and 
the scene of hallowed conflicts and vic- 
tories. Members grow in grace, and the 
work spreads out into the church, and a 
revival follows. And all through this 
leader’s obtaining full salvation. 

3. Look at it.in the Pulpit. There’s a 
man in the ministry. His call by the 
Holy Ghost and church has been clear. 
He reads, studies, and prepares his ser- 
mon, —a sermon which (according to its 
composition, doctrine, and adaptation) one 
would think could not fail to produce a 
mighty effect; but it seems to fall almost 
powerless upon the hearts of the people. 
But few go away weeping. on account of 
sin, — but few filled with the glory of God. 
The fault & not in the sermon, but in the 
preacher’s heart. He feels a strange want 
of power within him. The Holy Spirit 
urges him to get entirely sanctified. He 
yields, — lays all upon the altar; the fire 
descends; burns up self and inbred sin; 
love fills his heart, — he is all love, — the 
image of Christ is stamped upon him, and 
he shouts “ God is love.” Now see him in 
the pulpit, with the same text,— same ser- 
mon, but the heart, how changed, — it is 
all on fire. His words cut, — fall with a 
power that must awaken, and move the 
people to act. Some fall out with him, — 
some with themselves, — but many fall in 
with Christ. See that careless sinner. 
there, — his attention is gained, — how 
fixed ‘the eye, — while his state of soul is 


| portrayed, — his danger pointed out, and 


the remedy shown,— while the sinner 


thinks some one has been telling the min- 
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ister all about him, and he is ready to cry | real. God is in the midst. No going to 
out (as a sinner did once, under the. ‘sleep. All enter into the spirit of it, more 
preaching of a beloved brother of the gos: | or less, —all are benefited and strength- 
pel), “He means me,— he means me.’ ’ ened for the day. Children then see 
The penitent longs for the prayer meeting | religion shining in the lives of their 
to commence, that he may go to the pen- | | parents, and through their earnest cries to 
itent form or communion rail, to pour out | God, and entreaties with them, they yiéld 
his cries to God for pardon, and receive heir hearts up.to God, — are accepted of 
instruction from God’s people. This holy him, and thus the family circle are all 
minister is surrounded with weeping ones, | “bound up in the bundle of life,” — pre- 
and believers seeking purity of heart. senting to all around a spec tacle which 


Classes are filled up, and a glorious revi-  atigele: may look upon with joy, and all” 


val enjoyed, all through the baptism of fire the fruu of holiness. 

received by this one man. \._.| Take an instance, — a true picture. 
4. Look at it in the Family. The A mother was convinced of the neces- 

“* form” of religion i 1s —_ up, and some- sity of holiness, —— sought and obtained 

thing of the “ power.” The house of God ‘the Spirit's baptism. _ [ler mind was so 

is attended, class meeting, prayer meet- absorbed in God for one fortni: aht, as 


‘ing. Family worship is not wholly neg- almost made her forget to eat, drink, or 


lected, but in what spirit is it conducted ? sleep. While her hands were engaged to 
Often in a hurry, — must read a .shor/ secure the bread that perisheth, it might 
psalm. Then follows the long, cold, round- have been said of her, that, “ her hands 


‘about prayer, enough to drive one off to. were full of earth, and heart full of 


sleep, or keep the children counting, over heaven.” Next morning, after receiving 
the old, hackneyed sayings, which -have that gracious visitation (which has never 
so much of samenéss in them, —like the left her), we took breakfast with the fam- 
flowers on the paper in our rooms, —tell- | ily. She commenced to plead, first for 
ing us, by their sameness, that they are ) her son, — put her arms around his neck, 
artificial. It is no. wonder that family and said, “W— J—, will you give your 
worship is disliked, and children throw off heart to Jesus?” We articulated as well 
the fear of God, there is so little of the, as he could, for weeping, — “J7l try.” 
religion of love in it. But let one of the ‘She then said, “//e says he'll try,”— he 
parents seek the baptism of fire, and re- has never said such a thing before,— he’s 
ceive the inward anointing of the Holy no hypocrite,— he means it, —W— J—, 
Ghost, — which is promised in no less (uttering his name before the Lord), write 
measure to them, than to Peter, James, or his name in heaven.” Never shall we for- 
John, or any of the persons who received get the influence, the deep solemnity that 
it at the day of Pentecost, — we say, let filled the room. The tears rolled down 
them receive it, in all its fulness, — obtain our faces until the handkerchief of one, 
the blessing of purity of heart, and then at least, was wet through, as though dip- 
family devotion is no drudgery. The ped in water. He obtained salvation, 
sacred hour arrives, — the old family Bible and then was offered for the missionary 
is reached, and ‘read with a pathos that altar, as we have never heard the like. 
constrains the children to believe there Is Next came the daughter; her heart 
something in religion, — that the Bible is broke down before the Lord, and they rose 
a true book, and that their parents, at any , from their knees “ new creatures in Christ 
rate, believe it. The verse of a hymn is, Jesus,” and all through that mother receiv- 


sung. They kneel to worship God, and, | ing the baptism of fire and of the Holy . 


as the prayer ascends, all feel that it is Ghost. 
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May it spread through Sabbath schools, 
class-rooms, pulpits, family circles, and the 
“whole earth,” until “ UNTO 
THE Lorp” becomes so prevalent as to 
be “ written on the bells of the horses.” 


Portadown, Ireland, Jan. 14, 1861. 


(Original.) 
ONLY BELIEVE AND LOVE. 


BY J. B. H. 


.. . . My companion and myself were 
thirsting after deeper draughts from the 
river of life than any we had hitherto en- 
joyed. Our blessed Master, whom we 
had followed, alas! afar off, had not left 
us to our wanderings; but in infinite 
mercy was calling us to walk in his more 
immediate presence; and his gracious 
Spirit having shown us our bondage to 


sin and Satan, we were led to turn with 


deep loathings from our poor vile selves, 
and to cry out in agony of desire — | 
‘* Oh for a heart from sin set free ! 
My dear Redeemer’s throne, 
Where only Christ is heard to speak ; 
Where Jesus reigns alone.”’ 

Father in heaven, oh, write upon us “ holi- 
ness to thyself,” was our unceasing prayer. 
My own burden became too great 
to bear; I felt I could not live without the 
gift from God of a clean heart. Oh, with 
what unutterable groanings I wrestled day 
and night at the throne of grace! At 
length my bodily strength failed, and then 
indeed all the billows went over my head. 

One evening, after being absent 
all day from home, my companion met 
me at the threshold (I had left her like 
myself an earnest, though not so distressed 
an inquirer); our first words, I believe, 
were in relation to the great matter that 
engrossed our thoughts, -.To my question, 
‘‘ How has it been with your soul to-day ?” 
she replied much as follows: “Oh, all is 


well with me now, I trust. Why, I bave 


been thinking I must be as distressed and 
agitated as you, before I could receive the 


, blessing I desired ; but I have found that 


it is only just to believe and love.” Blessed 
discovery! Yes, this was and is all. And 
though at the time I did not understand 
in their sweet comprehensiveness these 


words, I, too, after many days of weary 


seeking, found that, leaving all else, I had 
only to fall prostrate at the feet of Jesus 
and there just “ believe and love.” 

The following extract from the journal 


|of the dear one who was thus before me 


led into rest, tells with sweet simplicity 
the story of her deliverance. Speaking 
of her exercises she says: ‘“ For several 
days I was in agony of soul, not knowing 
what to do, trying to make myself better, 
but failing in every attempt, till at last I 
had to give up in despair; I could do 


it was failure after failure. I thought there 
was no holiness, or even reconciliation for 
me; but one day, just at this point, as I 
was busily engaged with my work, I was 
filled with peace and joy; I wondered I 
had not seen before what my difficulty 
was: I was trusting.in myself, — trusting 
in myself, when there was the blessed 
Saviour to trust in, and I would not let 
him do the work, but wanted to help him. 
How could I hold out so fong? It was 
only to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to love him with my whole heart. 
What could I have been thinking of, 
seeking to cleanse my own heart, when 
the Saviour was able and willing to do it 
for me? Since then I have been a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. I know that I] 
have been growing in grace. I am not at 
all times joyful, though always peaceful, 
and at times, it seems as if my heart would 
leap for joy, feeling that God has accepted 
me for his child. He is my heavenly 
Father, —I know it, for he has told me 
so. Oh, with what blessed assurance I can 


go to the throne of graee! I delight in” 


bringing everything, however small, to my 
“Father,” and I rest in Jesus. Blessed 


Jesus, my tongue is filled with. thy 
praises! 


Newark, N. J., Noy. 1860. 


nothing for myself. I could not do right; 
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(Original.} 
SANCTIFICATION —ITS NATURE. 


BY W. J. BLOWERS. 


Ir implies, first, a perfect consecration. 
In justification, this was general ; but in 
sanctification it must be specific. 


This is so from the nature of things, for |. 


by it thewill is subjugated to God entirely. 
By the action of sin the powers of man 
have been alienated from God, and used 
for a different purpose than that originally 
designed by God. In his sinful state, man 
naturally considers the things in his pos- 
session his own. His body he calls his 
own, and thinks that he may: indulge in 
sports and practices as he chooses. He 
can eat such food as he desires, at such 
times and in such quantities as he wishes. 
His mind is his own, and he can read such 
books and contemplate such subjects . as 
he desires. His property is his own, as 
he has toiled diligently to acquire it, and 
he may use it as he likes.” | 
Examined by the test of God’s word, 
we learn that “ ye are not your own, for ye 
are bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's.” “ The silver and gold 


the Lord that should his child be lost if it 
should come to maturity, to take it in in- 
fancy. | 

In like manner every power pertaining 
to us must be dedicated to God; we have 
no right to use anything, unless ‘the Lord 
permits us. 
Second, it implies perfect faith. 
This in the justified state is spasmodic : 
in the sanctified state, it is constant and 
steady. It is emphatically a life of faith. 
Jesus appears very near to the heart, — 
indeed, “ he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God and God in him,” so that the com- 
munication between God and the soul is 
perfect. The channel is opened, all ob- 
structions are removed. Tow easy, then. 
to pray. How glorious to trust in God. 
How it glorifies him. Qh, glory to the 
Lamb for this energizing power! We can 
then “pray without ceasing.” It brings 
the blessed Trinity, laden with blessings. 
close to us, so that we can touch the hem 
of his garment.” 

Third, it implies perfect purity. 

The roots of bitterness remaining in 


| the heart at justification are exterminated ; 


every sinful motive is reversed. ‘The Lord 
has said, 1 John iii. 3: “ And every man 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth him- 


are mine,” saith the Lord. “The earth self even as he (God) is pure.” 


is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 


: This purity is: not as capacious as that 
| 


We must give our bodies to God to be of God, of course, but it is of the same 


used as he directs, and in no other way ; 


and we cannot lawfully misuse them. 


Many individuals grieve the Spirit and 
prevent him performing the work of sal. 
vation, by indulging in practices that do 


nature. The little sapling is not as large 


in its structure as the full-grown oak, but 
it is as perfect in its development. 

The capacity of the heart just cleansed 
from all unrighteousness, is perfect and 


no good. A good father in Israel, who filled with purity, but oh, how much more 
was seeking full salvation, and agoniz- capacious it is after Deity has dwelt in it 
ing for it, said, “ Lord, I will give up every-| many years! From such a soul we never 
thing.” A friend by his side, knowing | hear those painful confessions, “ This day 
that he used tobacco, said, “ Will you give has been spent for naught; Oh that I 


up your tobacco too?” “ Yes,” said he. He might be saved from sin!” 
had no sooner thus replied than the power 


came upon him, and prostrated him. life. 

Our friends must be given up. We. 
must not murmur if they are taken from ‘soul at justification, but the perfect bap- 
us. We must do as Dr. Clarke did: he told |tism of the Holy Ghost. energizes the 


Fourth, it implies a perfect baptism of 


A certain measure is infused into the 
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soul, body, and spirit, so that it is per- 
fectly sensitive to every influence. Man 
in this state cannot be indolent. He 
cannot rest as long as there are sinners to 
be saved ;-as long as there is a world to 
be redeemed to Christ. No externalities 
can engross his attention,— no place too 
degraded and impure to prevent bis ap- 
plying the blood of Christ, through the 
eternal Spirit. The “ highways and 
hedges” are visited daily. Without this 
the intellectual powers cannot be rapidly 
cultivated. It is natural to be indolent, 
and let much time waste. But thus 
energized, the knotty truths of mathe- 
matics and metaphysics are quickly un- 
ravelled, and every moment is faithfully 


Oh, how glorious in the expression ‘of 


| 


[Original] 
THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION. 


BY REY. F. BROWN. 


TEMPTATIONS arise from our proba- 
tionary condition. Since man stepped 
upon the surface of this beautiful world, 
they have surrounded him. Consequently, 


no state of grace, however elevated, is. 


entirely free from them. Many a pious 
Christian has been greatly disturbed with 
the fear that simple temptation had, of 
itself, the nature of sin. If, however, 
temptations are essential, constituted 
and circumstanced as we are, such fears 
are groundless. Even Adam, in all the 


vigor of his new-created powers, had to 


be tested by them; nay, a greater than 
Adam was “led up of the Spirit to be 


Jesus, “1 am the way, the truth, and the | tempted of the devil.” There must have 
life!” ‘ Life!” what an infinity of truth 


_in that word! When the poor soul sees 


its inherent depravity, loathing it in the 
extreme, and feels the spirit led captive 
by the flesh, evil passions rankling in the 
breast, and pours forth its agony in the 
language of Saul, “ Oh, wretched man that 
Tam, who shall deliver from the body of 
this death ?”—to that soul these words 
have meaning. 


Oh that this power might pervade the. 


entire church! How soon the millennial 
star would dawn on the world. How soon 
all the staynant elements of mind would 
be in motion. How soon the kingdoms 
of this earth would become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and his Christ. How the 
harps that are now swept by sin would be 
attuned to divine harmony. How soon 
the equilibrium of the moral universe 
which has been destroyed would be re- 
stored, and the heart of the sentient 
world beat in unison with the divine 
heart. 


O thou great hfe-giving Power, touch 


these dead bones, and may they move 
with life ; touch these cold hearts, and may 
they pour forth thy praise. 

Evanston, Jil., Jan. 15, 1861. 


been much less prospect of success in the 
temptation of the wilderness than in any 
form of temptation that can be presented 
to the holiest Christian in the world. If 
the arch-adversary was unwilling to waive 
the exercise of his fearful power on that 
memorable occasion, we may rest assured 
that, as long as we tread the checkered 
paths of the wilderness of this life, we 
shall be subjected to the influence of the 
prince of evil. Only when the will 
accedes to the suggestion, or permits the 
mind to dwell upon it with favorable 
feelings, does the temptation produce sin. 


Mere excitement of mind, mere agitation | 


of the sensibilities, is not sin. That agita- 
tion may be the result of the soul’s repug- 
nance to evil, and the effort to cast. out 
the dark suggestion. We have found 
persons in the enjoyment of entire holi- 
ness much troubled in consequence of 
their inability to distinguish between sim- 
ple temptation and the earliest yieldings 
of the mind to its power. | o.. 

‘Temptations, though they expose us to 
danger, are not unprofitable, if we pass 
through them victoriously. Suppose some 
one tempts us to become a traitor to our 


country ; we are righteously indignant, 
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and spurn the base attempt to destroy 
our manhood ; will that temptation make 
us love our country less? No, it will but 
press her closer to our hearts. Satan 
tempts us to an act of disobedience to our 
spiritual sovereign; our sanctified spirit 


with holy indignation spurns the unhal- 
lowed attempt ; — do we love the Great. 
King less? No, we feel the warm sym- 
pathies of our purified nature clustering | 
around him as we resolve that : 


“ We never will throw off his fear, 
Who hears our solemn yow.” 


When these temptations are repeated 
with similar results, in accordance with a 
law of our being, we gain a habit of 
resistance of untold worth. There may 
be less intensity in these exercises with 
every repetition, but the habit strength- 


ens steadily and surely; so that the 


triumphant believer can erelong adopt 
the language of the Great Apostle, — 
“None of these things move me.” Such 
an experience is attainable by every 
sanctified Christian. Let us press up 
from the initial triumphs of the pure in 
heart to those more advanced positions 
in which victory comes with less effort, 
but with equal, if not greater profit. 
We see, then, that, under the gracious 
supervision, and with the kind interfer- 
ence of our heavenly Father, temptation, 
like the ladder of Jacob, leads to glory. 
Its lowest round is planted on the earth; 
its hivhest on the margin of the flowery 
meads of the upper Eden. Step by step 
let us ascend, — firmly, deliberately, with 
our eye fixed on the great prize above. 
Every advance will bring us nearer, every 
temptation will lift us higher, until the 
last shall throw us upon the soft, verdant 
carpet of the temple of the Lamb. SWhat 
then? = Shall we ascribe our salvation to 
temptation? By no means. It is but 
the tool in the hand of the Great Archi- 
tect. It is but the scaffold by which we 
build for eternity. It is but the process 
by which we are fitted for our future 


position. All glory to the Lamb! Halle- 
lujah to the Great Atoner, “‘ who has made 
us kings and priests unto God, even his 
Father.” 

And as we cast our minds backward 
from the mount of final victory through 
the long range of temptations that will 
stretch out in almost endless perspective 
before our gaze, we shall feel that we had 
not one too many, not one too severe. 
“The regimen was a sharp but a safe one. 
And as we have fuller and clearer percep- 
tion of the purpose and conduct of the 


Great Refiner, we shall raise loftier peans 
of triumph to “ Him that sits upon the 


throne, and unto the Lamb forever.” 


Berlin, Corn.- 


[ Original.) 


THE OMNIPRESENT. 


BY C. N. GRANT. 


IF there’s one spot where God is not, 
In all the realm of space, 

Tis in that heart which hath no part 
In his renewing grace. 


The desert drear, however sear, 
Hath some wild flowers in bloom; 

On every hand, in every land, 
God’s lamp lights up the gloom. 


Yet far away from glare of day, 
There's many a hidden ceil, 
Where no Jife teems, no sanctified gleams, 
Through all the dismal] dell. 


Let God ordain this earth a plain. 
Vales rise, and mountains fall! 

Each vawning void is soon destroyed, 
And noontide gladdens all. 


Deep buried in a pit of sin, 
No life-lamp to illume, 

Man’s stubborn will refuses still 
To choose a brighter doom, 


O arm Divine! the strength is thine 
To lift the direful pall,— 

To lead the way to living day, 

- And save man from the fall. 


To let him feel thy power to hea!, 
To make his heart thy home; 

Come and engage thy heritage, 
Thou Omnipresent, come. 


Harts Grove, Noy. 10, 1860. 
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HOLINESS. 


EXPERIENCE. 


BY J. L. H. 


I both love the “ Guide” and need it. 
The personal experiences you have pub- 
lished have been food for my soul, and I 
have felt it a duty to send you a few 
points in mine. «In July, 1849, I engaged 
J. M. B. to assist me in my business. We 
found our experiences to almost exactly 
correspond. For about twelve years we 
had anxiously desired to discharge our 
whole duty, had rejoiced in the prospect 
of meeting our Sunday-school classes and 
our brothers and sisters in the land of 
rest; and, in the use of the means of 
grace, had often been permitted to enjoy 
“ the substance of things hoped for ;” and 
yet we were conscious that we were not 
what we ought to be, — that. God did not 
possess the heart entire; that our lives 
were a continued succession of good de- 
sire and good resolution, with each day 
witnessing something that caused a tear of 
repentance at night. I put the question, 
“Ts this of necessity, or may we be saved 
from it?” That holiness is attainable, 
is our theory; and can it be within the 
reach of us, whose business calls us 
amongst all classes of people, and where 
there is so much litigation? I am unwill- 
ing to live as I have been living, and I 
propose for you to watch over me, and if 
I say a word that is not necessary, in our 
business, or for the glory of God, you 
shall remind me of this our engagement, 
and that moment I will desist and ask 
_ forgiveness; and I, in the same manner, 
will watch for you. He answered that 
he would gladly accept the proposition. 
' From that hour there was no necessity 
of warning from each other, for as soon 
as an improper or useless thought sug- 
gested itself, before the word could reach 
the lips, conscience would speak and bid 
- the thought “ be still;” and this was the 
first moment of my life that I really knew 
that the violation of conscience was not a 
matter of necessity. 


| @ soul as mine ?” 


All trivial conversation being thus cut 


| off, I was left to calm reflection, and, by 


God’s grace, was enabled to see more 
clearly the depravity of my own heart, 
and the sinfulness of having lived in the 
habitual violation of conscience, and the 
continual neglect of the command, “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart ;” and in proportion to the clear- 
ness of my view of the goodness of God 
and the sinfulness of sin, I felt sorrow on 
account of it, and an increasing desire to 
be saved from it; yet my mourning heart 
would ask, “ Is it possible to cleanse so vile 
The enemy would say, 
“not unless I was a better man,” “ I must 
do something.” Not that there would be 
any merit in what I could do, but there 
was such presumption in so vile a wretch 
asking God fot a clean heart. Such was 
my anxiety for mourners bowed at the 
altar, that I would forget for a time my 
own necessities, and while I was whisper- 
ing to the struggling penitent that Jesus 
was present with a pardén purchased with 
his own blood ; that he offered it freely, 
{not because they were worthy, but be- 
cause they needed it, and without it they 
were lost forever; and that the only con- 
dition was, “ Believe and thou shalt be saved,” 
the advice to the weeping mourner ap- 
peared to return with irresistible force, 
Believe For full salvation : “ His blood can 
make the foulest clean ;”’ and when I was 
struggling, almost in an agony, for the bless- 
ing which I began to think possible even 
for me, I felt that I had not yet made full 
consecration ; yet I thought I was willing 
to give up all. For weeks I prayed God 
to discover to me the idol of my heart 
that claimed a part of my love. ‘Then 
came the trying hour. If God should 
take my property, would I be willing? 
Yes, take what thou wilt, but cleanse my 
heart. If God should call for my life this 
moment, am I willing? O yes, if God 
should call I'd freely go. If God would 
call this moment for my wife and children, 
jam I willing? I hesitated a moment, but 
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settled faith in Christ enabled me to say, 
O God, I give them all to thee. If the 
glory of God required my character blast- 
ed, myself shut up in prison walls, and my 
family reduced to degradation and want, 
am I willing? My proud heart shrunk 
back ; I said, Surely God desires the hap- 
piness of his creatures, and it cannot. be 
his pleasure, nor can it add to his glory, to 
punish any of them thus. Yes, that is 
true in part; but if separation from God 
be the legitimate result of sin, and eternal 
death be the just consequence, cannot any 
suffering in this life be chargeable to the 
same cause, without detracting from the 
glory of God? It appeared clear to me 


that I did not make full consecration until 


my body was presented a living sacrifice 
to God. That appeared to me to be a 
continual sacrifice of myself while life 
should last. It was required of the primi- 
tive Christians, and I felt that it was re- 
quired of me; and by the grace of God I 
was enabled to say, “ Here, Lord, I give 
myself away,” do with me as thou wilt. 
Let anyiling come upon me, if thou wilt 
cleanse my heart. I had never had so 
strong faith, and never before had I felt 
so much love for the Saviour. My heart 


- was filled with love, and I felt to believe 


as far as I knew the promises of God. 
Thoughts like these rushed sweftly through 
my mind. I do not doubt the virtue of 
the blood of Christ, but can it be that God 
notices so vile a being as I am? I haye 
laid all upon the altar, but are there any 
plain and unequivocal promises that it will 
be accepted? May I believe that God 
does accept? Here I wept because I did 
not fully know what were the plain declara- 
tions of the word of God. Iasked, What 
does it say on the subject? I said, from 


the bottom of my heart, ‘God forgive my 


neglect. I arose from my closet and has- 


_tened to the Word of Life, and as, in the 


anxiety of my heart, I turned from page 
to page, I saw it written as clearly as the 
noonday sun, “ Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.’ 


“Twill also save you from all your un- 
cleanness.” ‘If we walk in the light as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” ‘“ This is 
the will of God, even your sanctitication.” 
I returned to my closet without a doubt 
that it was the will of God that J should 
be holy ; and I believed that God would 
save me from ail sin, but I did not feel 
that the work was done. I asked, Is not 
all upon the altar? Yes, I have made 
full consecration. Can I do more? I 
feel that [ have done all thatI can. Why 
then may I not believe that God does re- 
ceive me? I feel willing, and that I do 
give up my property, but that I know will 
not purchase spiritual blessings; I give 
my friends, my life, my family; yes, O 
God, I give my reputation, my all I give 
to thee ; but I know that they are thine 
already, and all the enjoyment T have 
ever had in them has been through the 
merit and intercession of Jesus Christ, 
who pleads for me! In every effort to 
consecrate myself to God, I see, plainly, 
that God prepared the sacrifice, and more ; 
prepared my heart to offerit! And every 
step, in my approach to God, instead of 
being a reason why God should give ad- 
ditional grace, has increased the debt I 
owe! And here I am, without anything 
to pay ; helpless, poor, and blind and na- 
ked, deserving eternal death, and no 
power to extricate myself, nor anything 
to purchase one drop of comfort! Oh, can 
I ask God to cleanse me and take me to 
heaven? Is it possible that there are 
provisions made, consistent with the honor 
of God’s law, to save me? Yes, glory to 
God, Christ died to save sinners! Sinners 
whose souls are stained so deep as mine ? 
Yes, the sacrifice is sufficient to satisfy the 


law, and there is virtue in the blood of © 


Christ. to cleanse so vile a soul as mine ! 
Will he cleanse me? Yes, glory to God, 
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he has promised to do it, and, stripped of 
every other hope, I hang my naked faith 
upon his word. | 


‘be, “ Glory be to God, I am safe.” I con-. 
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Does he now cleanse? He does! he 
does! I am safe! Glory to God, in 
Jesus Christ Iam safe. God sent the Holy 
Spirit to witness to my heart that “all is 
well,” and my joy exceeded anything that 
I had before known. None can describe 
my joy, when I contemplated that but a 
short time previous it almost rent my heart 
asunder to sacrifice myself and family 
upon the altar, and now to find that there 
is no harm done them; they are all here 
yet! And the Lord has said, “ Lay not 
thine hand upon” them! TI feel that 
they are now in the hands of God, and I 
would not have them anywhere else for 
the world.. Ido not love them any less, 
but more than I did before I gave them up 
to God, and God seems now to say, “ Oc- 
cupy until I come.” | 

I went to my work, and my joy began 
to decrease. 

I thought that I was falling from the 
state of grace to which God had raised 
me. I returned to the closet, and the wit- 
ness to my heart was renewed. I again 
went to my work, and my joy began again 
to diminish; and I was tempted to think 
that purity of heart, which I thought al- 
ways secured the same measure of joy, 
could not be retained while pursuing the 
avocations of life; still, the language of 
my heart was, “ Take what thou wilt, but 
take not thy Holy Spirit from me. If I 
must continue, most of my time, at the 
mercy-seat, in order to retain the blessing, 
let me do so, for I cannot let go this 
precious treasure.” I would go to my 
closet, and would scarcely fall upon my | 
knees before the light would break upon 
my soul, and about the first words would. 


tinued for some days going to my work, 
and then to my closet, experiencing each 
time the same result, until the thought 
was suggested to my mind, that *‘ God has 


renewed the evidence, from day to day, 


that he is mine, and I am his; he gave 
me the witness when I was willing to be- 
lieve,— must I ask of him to make me thus 
happy all the time, before I am willing 
to trust him?” Oh, how I reproached my- 
self for unbelief! and I then said, Let 
affliction come, let sorrow come, let dark- 
ness or anything come upon me; yes, 
“though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him.” For three years, though not in an 
ecstasy, I was happy all the time. I felt 
truly that “the kingdom of heaven was 
within.” A person referred me to the 
Scripture, “If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves.” Too sorely had I felt 
the weight of sin to be deceived in the 
fact that I was a. sinner, and too great 
was the agony of my proud heart, for 
months, when being “ crucified unto the 
world,” to ever forget the fact that we 
may die to sin. I rejoice, to-day, that it 
is possible, in this life, to be “dead unto 
sin and alive unto God.” If lever heard, 
from the pulpit, the subject of holiness 
urged by commandment, or referred to as 
a privilege, hope sprung up in my heart 
that some would be induced, from a sense 
of duty, or enticed by its loveliness, to 
embrace it. I thought that the change in. 
my heart would be made manifest to all 
around, and that I, with the help of a 
sister, could epersuade some of our class- 
mates to consecrate themselves to God. 
Some were, for a time, deeply interested 
in the subject, but finding things remain 
for two or three years nearly as they 
were before, I thought perhaps my zeal : 
might not be according to knowledge, and 
I said less about the subject of holiness, 
and consequently enjoyed less; until I 
felt that my affections were divided, and 
I was often led to cry out, 
‘« Tis worse than death my God to love, 
And not my God alone ;”’ 
But now I rejoice that, much of the time, 
all is so calm and peaceful that I am 
permitted to witness to the cleansing effi- 
cacy of the blood of Jesus. 
Cincinnati, O., Nov. 15, 1860, 
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JAMES BRAINARD TAYLOR. 


“BY A. “woop. 


INCLOSED I send some extracts from 
the pen of J. B. Taylor, touching his 
experience of the blessing of perfect love. 

First. His conviction of his need of 

holiness. 
Ina letter to a friend, he says: “Tam 
tired of living by halves; God says, ‘ Son, 
give me thy heart.’, I answer, oh for an 
entire surrender, +I long for complete 
deliverance from remaining corruption, 
for sanctification in soul, body, and spirit, 
for that perfect love which casteth out all 
fear; and, until I attain this, I shall feel 
that I shall be unfit to be a minister of 
Jesus Christ.” “Ihave had keener sor- 
rows for indwelling sin than I ever 
experienced before conversion. Oh the 
distress which I have felt on account of 
pride, envy, love of the world, and other 
evil passions which have risen up and dis- 
turbed my peace, and separated between 
God and my soul!” “TI felt that I needed 
something which I did not possess. There 
was a void within which must be filled, or 
Itould not be happy. My earnest desire 
then was, as it has been ever since I pro- 
fessed religion, six years before, that all 
love of the world might be destroyed, all 
selfishness extirpated, pride banished, un- 
belief removed, all idols dethroned, every- 
thing hostile to holiness, and opposed to 
the divine will, crucified; that holiness to 
the Lord might be engraven upon my 
heart, and evermore characterize my con- 
versation. 

Seconp. [His consecration previous to 
the reception of the cleansing puwer. 

Speaking of the time that God sancti- 
fied his soul, he says: “At this very junc- 
ture I was most delightfully conscious, of 
giving up all to God. Iwas enabled in 
my heart to say, Here, Lord, take me, 
take my whole. soul, and seal me thine, 
thine now, and thine forever.” 


| 


He says: “ But the Lord heard my 


..Lerles and groans, and was witness to 


my tears and my desires for holiness. 
pleaded and wrestled with him, and, 
praise to his name! after six long years, I 
found what I had so long and earnestly 
sought. It was on the 23d day of April, 
1822, when I was on a visit to Haddam, 
in Connecticut,— memorable day! The 
time and place will never, no, never be 
forgotten. Irecur to it at this time with 
thankful remembrance. For then, through 
the great power and love of our Lord, my 
feet were set in a large place.” “ There 
then ensued such emotions as I never be- 
fore experienced ; all was calm and tran- 
quil, silent, solemn, and a heaven of love 
pervaded my whole soul. I had a witness 
of God’s love to me and of mine to him. 
Shortly after, I was dissolved in tears of 
love and gratitude to our blessed Lord. 
The name of Jesus was precious to me, — 
‘“t was music in my ear.’ He came as 
king. and took full possession of my heart, 
and I was enabled to say, ‘I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me.’ Let him, as 
King of kings and Lord of lords, reign in 
But 
this is not all; since that blessed season, I 
have enjoyed times of refreshing in which 
I have gained nearer access to God. I 
have enjoyed his presence from day to 
day. Not one, ! believe, has passed in 
which I have not had the witness in my- 
self that lam born from above. Oh the 
peace which I have had, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost! It has flowed as ariver. I 
have been happy in my Lord; I have 
exulted in the God of my salvation.” “J 
know, and am as fully assured of my ac- 
ceptance with God as I can be of my own 
existence; that is, if love, joy, and peace 
are eyidences of reconciliation. I have a 
hope full of immortality. The perfect 
love of God casteth out all fear of death, 
of the grave, of judgment, of hell. Filial 


me, reign without a rival forever. 


Tuirv. His victory through the blood of fear, fear of offending my _ heavenly 


the Lamb. 


| Father and my brethren possessed me. 
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Surely I ama miracle of grace, a sinner 
saved by grace, free grace, sovereign 
grace, Almighty grace.” 

Fourtu. His willingness to profess and 
to proclaim the blessing he obtained. 

He writes to a friend as follows: “Shall 
I tell you? My tongue could not, much 
less my pen, express the loving kindness 
‘of the Lord to me, who am less than the 
least of all his saints. Eternity is too 
short to utter all his praise. But I may 
tell you some of the merciful dealings of 
the Lord to my soul.” 

In a letter to another friend, he writes: 
“Tam ready to testify to the world that 


the Lord hath blessed my soul beyond my 


highest expectations. People may call 
this blessing by what name they please,— 
faith of assurance, holiness, perfect love, 
sanctification. It makes no difference 
with me whether they give it a name, or 
no name; it contains a blessed reality, 
and, thanks to my heavenly Father, it is 
my privilege to enjoy it; it is yours, also, 
and the privilege of all, to enjoy the same, 
and to go beyond anything that I have 
ever yet experienced.” 

In a letter to a sister of his, he writes: 
“My experience has been so different 
from what it was before,” (before God 
sanctified his soul,) “and accordant with 
those who enjoy the blessing, and with 
the Scriptures, that I have concluded, 
and do still believe, that my soul enjoys 


_ the blessing of full redemption.” 


In the same letter, he utters the follow- 
ing: “ My mind loves to dwell on this 
delightful theme, — holiness. It is a 
blessed doctrine. Ah! why did I not 
come to possess it before ? Why, because, 
like many other professors of religion, I 
looked for a death purgatory, not believ- 
ing that the blood of Jesus Christ, and 
not “purgatory, cleanseth from all sin. 
That is the present tense ; it is efficacious 
now. And the Lord has proved to me a 
full and complete Saviour.” 

He closes the letter) containing some of 
the foregoing quotations, as follows ;— 


reader, will you weigh every sentence ? 
“ Please remember me affectionately to 
dear friends. Some, I expect, are a little 
disaffected to think I profess the doctrine 
of perfect love. They do not understand, 
because they have not experienced it. 
You must, as you will have occasion, fight 


for the Lord, in fighting for me. Clear . 


up mistakes, and come out bold when 
occasion requires.” — Northern Christian 
Advocate. 


(From the German of Sturm.} 


“T HOLD STILL.” 


Pan's furnace heat within me quivers, 
God’s breath upon the flame doth blow, 

And all my heart in anguish shivers, 
And trembles at the fiery glow; 

And yet I whisper, ‘‘ As God will!” 

And in its hottest fire hold still. 


He comes and lays my heart, all heated, 
On the hard anvil, minded so 
Into his own fair shape to beat it 
With his great hammer, blow on blow; 
And yet I whisper, “ As God will!” | 
And at his heaviest blows hold still. 


He takes my softened heart and beats it; 
The sparks fly off at every blow; 

He turns it o’er and o’er, and heats it, 
And lets it cool and makes it glow; 

And yet I whisper, ** As God will!” 

And in his‘mighty hand hold still. 


Why should I murmur? for the sorrow 
Thus only longer lived would be; 

Its end may come, and will to-morrow, 
When God has done his work in me; 

Sol say, trusting, ‘‘ As God will!” 

And trusting to the end, hold still 


He kindles for my profit, purely, 
Affliction’s glowing, fiery brand, 
And all his heaviest bows are surely 

Inflicted by a master hand; 
So I say, praying, *‘ As God will!” 
And hope in him, and suffer still. 


PRAYER.—“ Sometimes, perhaps, thou 
hearest another Christian pray with much 
freedom and fluency, while thou canst 
hardly get out a few broken words. 
Hence thou art ready to accuse thyself and 
to admire him, as if the gilding of the key 
made it open the door the better.”— 
Gurnall. 
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LETTER TO AN ANTINOMIAN 
FRIEND. —No. 9. 


BY A. P. d. 


Dear M.: I promised in my last to 
give you the scriptural proofs in refer- 


_ ence to the necessity of suffering. I will 


commence with Peter’s prayer: “ The 
God of all grace, after that ye have 
suffered awhile, make you perfect, estab- 
lish, strengthen, settle you,” (1 Pet. v. 
10.) This is a very remarkable passage 
indeed ; for, if Peter had not been deeply 
impressed with the necessity of suffering, 
he would not have prayed that they 
might be made “perfect after they had 
suffered awhile.” It was doubtless by 
inspiration, as well as experimental knowl- 
edge, that he formed his estimate of man 
and his requirements, as well as the reme- 


dies of grace, and how and when to apply” 


them. The necessity of suffering, as I 
have frequently remarked, arises from the 
self-willed obstinacy of the carnal mind; 
for even Christians are thus actuated by 
it, so far as it still remains within them. 
This is frequently evinced in the perti- 
nacity with which half-evangelized Chris- 
tians pick out the promises, and apply 
them to themselves; while they will not 
even hear of the conditions, which are as 
much a part of the Scriptures as the 
promises. But this wish to separate God’s 
promises from his commands, so evidently 
originated in the carnal mind that it is 
surprising that they do not see that they 
are in that very state of carnal enmity 
which prohibits their application to them; 
for if they were wholly evangelized, as 
they assume themselves to be, they would 
have the mind of the Spirit, and would 
therefore love the commandments as well 
as the promises. Ifthe mind of Christ” 
was in them, it could not be at variance 
with the mind of Christ in the word. 
There is another thing in which thas self- 
willed obstinacy of the carnal mind is 
very manifest. It is in their unwillingness 


to suffer; and not unwillingness only, for 
some evince even angry feeling, or at 
least a spirit o& murmuring, as if they 
were hardly or unjustly treated. Such a 
state evidently necessitates further suffer- 
ing; for it was a part of the mind of 
Christ to endure suffering willingly and 
meekly. “ Who, though in the form of 
God, yet made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, 
humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
And it is said, “ Let this mind which was 


in Christ Jesus be also in you,” (Philip. | 


ii. 5-8.) “And unto you it is given, not 
only to believe in him, but to suffer for 
his sake.” “For even hereunto were ye 
called ; because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that we should 
follow in his steps.” “ Forasmuch, then, as 
Christ hath suffered in the flesh for us, 
arni yourselves likewise with the same 
mind; for he that hath suffered in the 
flesh, hath ceased from sin ; that he should 
no longer live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God,” (1 Peter ii. 21, and 1 Pet. iv. 1, 
2.) In the first place, the reason here 
given for our suffering is because Christ 
suffered for us; and it is remarkable that 
this same reason is also given in the two 
following chapters (1 Pet. ii. 17, 18, and 
1 Pet. iv. 1), making three times in three 
chapters that it is said we must “ suffer 
because Christ suffered for us.” There 
are two conspicuous facts in these pas- 
sages: the first, that after we have so suf- 
fered, we have ceased from sin ; the second 
is, that this sin consisted in the indulgence 
of the flesh ; for after we have thus suffered, 
and ceased from sin, we no longer live ac- 
cording to the lusts of the flesh. Ceasing 
from sin, and ceasing from the flesh, seem 
here to be synonymous terms. The next 
question that arises is, What is the Bible 
definition of “ the lusts of the flesh?” It 
includes all expensive luxuries and super- 
fluous things, of whatever nature oy char- 
acter. Paul narrows it down to food and 
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raiment. “Having food and raiment, 


therewith be content, for godliness with 


contentment is great gain.” “For we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is 


certain we can carry nothing out. And 


they that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition.” “ For the love of 
money is the root of all evil; which, while 
some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.” “ But thou, O man 
of God, flee these things, and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, pa- 
tience, meekness.” “And fight the good 
fight of faith. I charge thee, in the sight 
of God, that thou keep this commandment 
without spot and unrebukable until! the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
which, in his times, he shall show who is 
the blessed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords.” Paul very 
plainly shows the ensnaring nature of 
wealth, because it will tempt men to the 
indulgence of the flesh. He speaks of 
these temptations as being of such a dan- 
gerous nature as to “drown men in de- 
struction and perdition.” Yet where are 
the godly who are fleeing from these 
things, and following after righteousness 
and peace? Are they not rather follow- 
ing after these very things by which they 
may fali into a temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hartful lusts ? 
And have they not found the truth of 
Paul’s words in the “ many sorrows with 
which they have pierced themselves ? ” 
Here the apostle emphatically declares 
that “they pierced themselves with sor- 
rows;” and that this was by their follow- 
ing after those things that were forbidden 
in the word. Do you not also feel that 


- you have pierced yourself with the very 


sorrows you are bemoaning? Wad you 
been contented with food and raiment, 
and followed after righteousness only, 
instead of the indulgence of your tastes, 
your pride and appetites, you might have 


known experimentally “ the great gain of 
godliness,” in undisturbed peace and 
tranquillity ; verifying the truth that “god- 
liness is profitable unto all things, having 
the promise of - life that is and that 
which is to come.” Not all things of the 
world are the flesh, but all the “spiritual 
peace that is promised, and all necessary 
supplies for the body. “For my God 
shall supply all your need.” You say he 
has not supplied all your need; but this is 
a mistake, for he has supplied Paul’s esti- 
mate of it. You have always had food 
and raiment; and this is as far as the 
promise extends, for he has never prom- 


‘ised to supply your pride. We must give 


close attention to the word of God, to 
ascertain what he does promise us, and 
what we have a right to expect; and not 
ignorantly and presumptuously to accuse 
God of not keeping his promises. There 
is great sin in this murmuring, fretful dis- 
position, as if God had promised more 
than he has given us, or as if he was in 
any way indebted to us. When once we 
perceive the sin of dissatisfaction in refer- 
ence to God’s providences, we shall not be 
astonished that we are chastened for a 


quality of the mind or an inward emotion, | 


when we consider that quality or emotion 
is directly opposed to God’s Spirit and 
providences. We may walk earnestly 
according to the rule of the law without, 
yet if the inward man is a rebel, he must 
be subdued, or he would soon dethrone 
his King, and let the flesh take “ the king- 
dom within.” And for this he must suffer, 
if he will not renounce the dominion of 
the flesh without. But there is another 
phase of suffering, before the process is. 
completed, that is often overlooked. It 
is “suffering for well-doing.” “ For 


Christ also suffered for us, the just for the — 


unjust.” “ This is thankworthy : if a man 
for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully. For what glory is 
it if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye then take 
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it patiently, this is acceptable with God,” 
(1 Pet. ii. 17, 18, and 1 Pet. ii. 19, 
20.) We see here that when we suffer 
for the correction of faults, there is no 
reward connected with this, for it merely 
puts us in a right position ; it is suffering 
for ourselves. ‘Let none of you suffer 
as an evil-doer.” “ But if any man suffer 
as a Christian, let him glorify God on this 
behalf.” “ For if ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the 
Spirit of God and of glory resteth upon 


_ you.” ‘ Rejoice, therefore, inasmuch as 


ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings ; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad, also, with exceeding joy.” 
“ For we are joint heirs with Christ, if so 
be that we suffer with him, that we may 
also be glorified together,” (1 Pet. iv. 
12-19; Rom. vil. 17.) Here we see 
that if we would be partakers of his glory, 
we must have a partnership, also, in his 
sufferings here. But it is not suffering 
with him, or like him, if we suffer for our 
faults; for he had no faults, but suffered 
for the sins of others. So that we only 
suffer with him and like him when we 
suffer for well-doing. ‘“ For Christ also so 
suffered.” “The God of all grace, after 
that ye haye suffered awhile, make you 
perfect.” 


UNSANCTIFIED AFFECTIONS.—‘Here- 
on some have other thoughts of good and 
evil, of things eternal and temporal, of 
God and their own duty for a season. 
And so some of them may'and do per- 
suade themselves that there is a change in 
their hearts and affections which there is 
not ; like a man who persuades himself 
that he hath lost his ague, because bis 
present fit is over. The next trial or 
carries them all away again 
to sin.” — - Owen. 

Love.—Love is mightierthan fear. It 
is the soft, silent, but powerful attraction of 


the moral worlds. 


Original.) 


PRAYER. 


BY M. M. J. 


As the creatures of God, it is rea- 
sonable and right that we should praise 
him. If we had received nothing more 
than the ordinary blessing of existence, 
we should be by duty bound to laud and 
magnify his great name, but .we could 
have no right to plead for any special 
blessings. How great, then, is the conde- 
scension of the mighty God, when he 
permits us, even in our sinfulness, to 
approach the throne of his grace, and 
have not only our temporal blessings con- 
tinued and sanctified, but also our spirit- 
ual maladies healed in such degree as 
renders us “heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ.” We are indeed privileged 
when we can know how an offended God 
may be approached, and his wrath ap- 
peased. The oppressed feel it a great 
privilege to present their grievances to 
their earthly sovereign at-such time ‘and 
place as may be appointed ; the promise 
of redress being received, they feel they 
have not exercised their prerogative in 
vain. But mankind are all oppressed 
and grievously tormented, yet every indi- 
vidual is permitted, at any time, and in 
any place, to lay all his unnumbered 
grievances before one who is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings, who has given 
his promise of redress, even before the 
grievances are made known to him. By 
prayer and supplication we are exhorted 
to make all our requests known unto 
God. If we do this faithfully, prayer 
will increase our love to God, and give 
durability and solace to,all the ordinances 
of religion, Reader, can you pray in 
your heart this prayer of the poet,— - 


Gracious Redeemer, shake 
This slumbering from my soul! 
Say to me now, ‘Awake, awake! 
And Christ shall make thee whole.’ 
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‘* Lay to thy mighty hand; 

; Alarm me in this hour; 
And make me fully understand 
The thunder of thy power!” 


Since we are surrounded with all tem- 
poral good, and circumstanced so as to 
obtain all spiritual benefits, prayer be- 
comes a certain duty; we.are responsible 
to God for all we may obtain. Moreover, 
since it is the will of God, even our 
sanctification, we are expected to watch 
and pray lest we fall into temptation; if 
we neglect this, Satan will soon sift us as 
wheat, and our portion shall be appointed 
to us amongst unbelievers, where there 
are weepings, and wailings, and gnashing 
ef teeth! Religion is a beautiful flower 
planted in the barren ‘sands of humanity’s 
heart, and unless nourished by unceasing, 
fervent prayer, must fade away as cer- 
tainly as the odorous lily would lose its 


- perfume if placed in the burning sands of 


the African Desert. 

Then, there is a power in prayer,—“ the 
effectual, fervent prayer of the righteous 
availeth much.” Availeth much ! — eter- 
nity alone can explain the extent of the 
little word much ; what fruit shall hang 
upon its branches, our eyes shall then be- 
hold; but let us ever remember the pre- 
cious “ availeth much.” Many stars, un- 
dreamed of while in this vale of tears, | 
shall adorn tlre crowns of God’s believing 
children, who thought only to secure 
sweet, imperishable waters for their own 
souls. If astonishment be ever known in 
heaven, it will doubtless be when the 
child of tribulations and sorrows shall 
receive his heavenly garments from the 
hands of the Eternal. Childlike follower 
of the Lamb, hold that fast whereunto 
thou hast attained, and all the power and 


_ promises of Jehovah are on thy side, — 


no power in earth or hell can move thee. 
With God all things are possible. Then 
believe on him, and thy goings out and 
comings in shall be immovable. Doubt 
not God, for he cannot lie. He has prom- 
tsed, — this is enough. Pray for the 
strengthening of Zion, and thy voice shall 


be heard, listened to, and honored by the 
hearer and answerer of prayer. Praying 
breath was never spent in vain. But do 
not at all times expect immediate fruit 
(enough of this will be granted to encour- 
age faith), for God is sometimes pleased to 
long delay or reserve the answer to “ effect- 
ual, fervent prayer.” Let faith be still 
unswerving ; put the promises of God in 
thy heart, and trust, believing on the Lord 
Jesus. There are prayers of glorified 
saints yet unanswered, and some are 
being answered every moment. Holy 
men and women have prayed, and their 
prayers are reserved and remembered 
for our benefit. Profligate sons and 


daughters have been, and shall yet be — 


saved, in fulfilment of promises to their 
pious parents or friends. No doubt we 
are daily receiving such blessings from 
our departed friends. Oh, what an in- 
centive to prayer! Though we see them 
not answered while we have an earthly 
being, yet in God’s own good time they 
shall fall upon the world like summer 
showers, bringing honor to the cause of 
God. What encouragement! Whatso- 
ever we ask believing, not doubting, shall 
be given without fail. Then we should 
pray for present blessings, in submission 
to the will of God. What are not eranted 


now will be treasured up in the bosom of » 


heaven, and given to future generations. 
It is the will of God, and consequently 
our duty, to be a benefit to earthly worms 
for all time tocome. Need I strive to give 


‘a higher sentiment to prayer? It must be 


the example of our blessed Redeemer. 
He separated himself from his disciples, 
and went into the mountains to pray. 
IIe entered Gethsemane and prayed, 
sweating in his agony great drops as of 


blood falling down to the ground, and on > 
his cross he prayed for his murderers. 


Oh, here is an example of prayer! This 
Sufferer said, “If any man will be my 
disciple, let him take up his cross and fol- 
low ME.” 


Canada West, Jan. 5, 1861. 
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WAIFS. — No. 3. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF “ EUREKA.”’ 


“So we see that they could not enter in because 
of unbelief.”"— Heb. iii. 19. 

Ts conclusion the apostle reaches in 
regard to the Israelites after stating God's 
forbearance with them, and his threaten- 
ings for their disobedience. ‘The sense 
completed would read, So we see that 
they could not enter into rest because of 
unbelief. Evidently their immediate rest 
was the land of Canaan, typical of the 
heavenly Canaan. 

But the analogy need not cross the 
grave. We are told the law was “a 
schoolmaster leading to Christ,” a “ shadow 
of good things to come, Sinai the herald 
of Calvary.” A faith comparatively gross, 
material, ceremonial, has given place to 
faith spiritual, direct. Their tedious 


journey through the wilderness typified 


the wanderings of the carnal mind, and 
the rest offered them foreshadowed the 
peace possessed by a soul renewed by the 
Holy Ghost. 

Unbelief is declared to have prevented 
their entering into rest; and the apostle 
admonishes, “‘ Let us, therefore, fear, lest 
a promise being left us of entering into 
his rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it. For unto us was the gospel 
preached as well as unto them; but the 
word preached did not profit them, not 
being mixed with faith in them that heard 
it. For we which have believed do enter 
into rest.” 

Faith, then, or confidence in God, is 
here taught to be always the doorway into 
rest. This is peilonaghiee, considered as 


follows: — 


Religious faith is double ; or rather, it 


has two spheres of action, viz: faith in 


y seeking or attaining, and faith in possess- 


ing or preserving grace. The one isa 


pilot, a sail; the other, an anchor, a har- 

bor. Though the one faith is a prelude to 

the other, yet neither is strictly a result ; 

but each isa conditiofi to a result,—a 
8 


means to an end; neither is the rest, but 
the entering into rest, a doorway, as was 
said. 

There is also a subdivision. Seeking 
faith is a twofold doorway into rest; that 
is, it is a doorway into hope, which is a 
patient continuance in desire and expec- 
tation, — the vestibule of rest ; and it is a 
doorway still further on into the posses- 
sion of the blessing, — the true rest. 

Possessing faith, or the faith in possess- 
ing and preserving grace, is an immediate - 
doorway into constant rest, continually 
open. The door is kept wide open with 
all diligence, for the ready ingress of the 
favored suppliant who comes boldly in 
Christ’s name. 

Thus faith, in whatever ohio viewed, 
is always an expectant, insatiate, aggres- 
sive importuner. Seeking faith is plainly 
snch; it knocks, it asks, it enters into 
“rest.” Possessing faith has entered into 
rest, and in the delights it glories, but it 
aspires still, from enlarged ideas, increased 
capacity ; the chagrin and shame of dis- 
appointment are gone, the fever and flush 
of excitement dead; but faith has life 
still, a sweeter, holier life; from the grave 
of the unrestful life of hope there comes 
the first quiet resurrection of the life of 
love, at once resting and hasting. Thus, 
when seeking-faith becomes possessing- 
faith, its thirst is not satisfied; rest merely 
is not sought, but a continuance of rest; 
hoping has become loving, encouraging a 
holy assurance. 

But, dropping these discriminations, a 
word about the “rest” into which it 
enters. 

What an expressive word to the be- 
liever’s experience! Spiritual rest! Joy 
is brilliant, but may be boisterous ; glory 
is sublime, but awing, infinite; peace is 
sacred and dove-like, but yet merely the ~ 
meek-eyed contrast of the spent storm ; 
there is still a.stormy remembrance about 
it. But rest! it is the calm of the solid 
depths of the conscious spirit! Not the 


rest of death, but the rest of life. The 


| 
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spirit’s depths move, but together; the 
elements harmonize. The soul finds rest 
of motion in motion, in consciousness, in 
the active instinct of love, and in the fact 
that love pervades all, rules all, becomes 
all. It becomes natural, then, for the 
thoughts to exclaim, “ All things are ours, 
and we'are Christ’s, and Christ’s is God's.” 
It is the Sabbath of the soul! 

There is a distinction between “ the 
rest” and the rests of faith. Many enjoy 
rests that have never entered into the 
“rest.” They do not aspire to liberty 
always, to emancipation, but only to holi- 
days, rests in dreams or forgetfulness. 
They live in their idea of ‘“ Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress,” following loyally every step of the 
Christian, even his missteps into Doubting 
Castle, and never think of reaching 
Beulah until the journey ends. | 

Oh the simplicity of faith, and the mys- 
tery of its results! -Perfect, continuous 
rest belongs only to the soul transformed 
by faith. ‘Be ye transformed.” This 
‘means more than chained, — that is a soul 
_under conviction ; more than being drug- 
_ ged, or having the fangs of sin blunted, — 
a soul partially consecrated; but “ trans- 
formed” “by the renewing of your 
minds,” until the whole will of God is 
proved by faith. The crucible tests the 
silver until it reflects the workman’s face ; 
then is it pure. Jesus will try the soul in 
the crucible of faith until it is “ changed 
into the same image,” until he is formed 
within it “ the hope of glory ;” then, when 
he sees of the “ travail of his soul,” he is 
“satisfied ;” and then, when the soul 
awakes with his “ likeness,” the soul is 
satisfied ; there is rest. 


A reflection starts up— Why may not’ 


seeking-faith and possessing-faith be more 
nearly or quite simultaneous? Why may 
- the work ‘not be “cut short in righteous- 
ness,” since “Christ is the end of the law 
to every one that believeth,” and since “ all 
things are possible” to every one that be- 
lieveth?” Why need there be: such. a 
circuitous route to “rest,” to “joy and 


peace in the Holy Ghost?” Is not unbe- 
lief, embedded in unconsecrated desires, 
the only hindrance? After all, is there 
really a God-appointed sentinel with a 
flaming sword turning every way.to guard 
the entrance to paradise? Is he not 


merely the offspring of our fears, the 


shadow of our sins, or Satan transformed 
as an angel of light? Has not the curse 
been removed, and “the seed of the wo- 
man ” bruised the serpent’s head ? 

The Israelites had a quick journey from 
Egyptian darkness to the borders of the 
promised land, but refused to enter 
through unbelief, and so were turned to 


wander for years again in the wilderness, 


and were not allowed to approach Canaan 
until a new generation possessing faith 
had arisen. How many Christians follow 
their example precisely! But they know 
not the day of their visitation ; they know 


not how'close they are come to the bless- 


ing of holiness, of rest. They send out 
their fears for spies, and unbelief credits 
with cowardice the false report. Their 
hearts are hardened to the voice of the 
promises. Having eyes they see not, ears 
they hear not, hands they handle not. 

“ Let us, therefore, fear, lest a promise 
being left us of entering into his rest, any 
of you should seem to come short of it,” 
through unbelief, ‘ for we which haye be- 
lieved do enter into rest.” 


Puriry.—* As the mother-of-pearl fish 
lives in the sun without receiving a drop 
of salt water, and as toward the Chale- 
donian islands springs of fresh water 
may be found in the midst of the sea; and 
as the fire-fly passes through the flames 
without burning his wings; so a vigorous 
and resolute soul may live in this world 


without being infected with any of its. 


humors, may discover sweet springs of 
piety amid its salt waters, and fly among 
the flames of earthly concupiscence with- 


out burning the wings of-desires fog a - 


devout life.”—.St. Francis de Sales. 
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NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE. 
FAITH IN THE WORD OF GOD. 


Extract from a Letter. 


I rurnk I am learning the way of con- 
fidence in the word of God. Not that I 
was without faith before, but I am learn- 
ing it more perfectly. My. experience 
has been peculiar for some time past, — 
work here and there has been pointed out, 
and, as I have availed myself of oppor- 
tunities to do it, I have felt more courage 
to speak to all classes than formerly, and 
when I get home, after a little calm 
tMught, set myself down as a real blun- 
derer. Ihave had time enough to learn 


to do my work more skilfully, but some- 


how I seem so to lack spiritual genius, 
that the rest of my days I must try and 
be content to be the real bungler. At my 
age people seldom grow in talent, though 
they may increase in grace. My rest in 
(;od’s word is more firm, and when I get 
into temptation, as I do sometimes, alk I 
can do is to throw myself on the word of 
God anew, and I find my trust is not in 
vain. 

Last week I had a severe trial of faith. 
I concluded I would leave it with God, 
for I saw a once I had no ability to 


manage it myself; so I went on my knees 


and said, * Lord, thou knowest that I am 
sincere ; that I am thine; and I will, so far 
as I know thy will, do it; this is all I can 
do, and if so, all thou requirest.” I ven- 
tured on the promise by faith alone, and 
towards night I felt a clear witness of 
God's approbation. In a day or two your 
letter came, and the “ experience” was 
just my own exercises over again. Ilow 
clear it is! Oh, if the church were only on 
the ground of the writer of that article, 
what a weight of unbelief would be re- 


moved from her. 


TUESDAY MEETING. 
54 Rivington Street, N. ¥ 
If a densely crowded house is an evi- 
dence of deep interest in the work of 
holiness, and experience in that blessed | 


doctrine, then we have weekly demon- 
stration of the rising glory of Zion. It is 
not to hear a popular preacher the people 
throng our parlors, but to listen to simple 
experience, from the unlearned as well 
as the wise theologian. Some very sweet 
testimonies were given by those who re- 
cently came into the enjoyment of perfect 
love. A minister said one thing which espe- 
cially endeared this meeting to him was 
that all names in Zion are united here; he 
then referred to an Episcopal lady who had 
afew minutes before related her recent 
conquest over unbelief. He also said, 
that he was very thankful that Mrs. Palmer 
ever was led by the Holy Spirit to decide 
tobe a Bible Christian, for her influence 
had done good to thousands and thou- 
sands. She is a gospel Deborah; and it 
was all of grace. | 

Several arose for prayers that they may 
be fully set at liberty in Christ, — many 
may. have been blessed in the act of com- 
mitting themselves fully on the Lord’s 
side. 

The same minister who praised God for 
Mrs. Palmer’s labors spoke most profit- 
ably about temptation, last week, which 


we give entire, thinking it will be as use- 
ful to readers, as it was to the hearers 


present at the meeting. He said: “ For 
some days the adversary has assaulted me 
in a peculiar manner, not with tempta- 
tions to sin, but incessant accusations. 
My soul was often much harassed; and it 
humbled me in the dust; but I kept look- 
ing to Jesus, and thus stood fast. This 
experience perplexed me, as I could not 
understand what the Lord was doing with 
me; but I held fast my confidence, assured 
that it was appointed in wisdom and love, 
and would be explained to me in due 
season. And the Holy Spirit has made it 
delightfully clear to my mind since I came > 
into this meeting. Praised be the Lord! | 

“ Just now from this experience he | 
shows me how we are not only conquerors, 
but ‘more than conquerors through him 


that loved us.’ For not only does he 
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give us the victory over all our enemies, 
but he causes them all to be very useful 
to us, pressing them into our service for 
our discipline and growth in grace. | 
“Do you remember the iwventory of the 
Christian’s goods, summed up in the words, 
‘ All things are yours?’ Satan and all 
our enemies are included in the ‘all 
things.’ Yes, the tempter is ours, — we 
could not do without his temptations and 
accusations to keep us humble and watch- 
ful; yet he can never approach us, only 


as our blessed Redeemer permits for our 
«oul’s good and his glory. You know 


that Satan is called ‘the accuser of the 
brethren ;’ and his audacity is astonishing, 
for he accuses us ‘ before God.’ He need 
not accuse us to God, for ‘ it is God that 
justifieth,’ nor to Jesus, for ‘it is Christ 
that died, yea, rather that is risen again.’ 
He accuses us to ourselves, well knowing 
that if he succeeds in bringing condem- 
nation upon the conscience for a supposed 
offence, he can then most readily lead to 
real offence. But, ‘only believe,’ and 
all his accusations will soon be clearly 
manifested as false; and they will be 
found to the praise and glory of grace, in 
our deeper humility, stronger faith, and 
advancement in holiness. We should 
hate and resist temptations and acccusa- 
tions, firm in the faith; but we may and 
should thank the Lord for them, as his 
good and holy. will concerning us. We 


may well bravely bear them, for he has |- 


promised that ‘he will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that which we are able to 
bear.’ Truly, brethren, we should get 
on well in our way to heaven, when even 
Satan and all our enemies are involun- 
tarily, through Jesus, helping us to make 
progress. Glory to God!” 


TUESDAY MEETING. 


A sister who was from a distance, with 
much emotion said she had long desired 
to be here present, and now was greatly. 
blessed in listening to the testimonies, in. 
the way of faith. She had thought, and 


found she was right, in believing. Ata 
camp-meeting she had been taught to be- 
lieve that the blood of Jesus cleansed from 
allsin ; after she had made a full surrender 
on God’s altar, she was enabled to believe, 
she would believe, she persisted in believing, 
and Jesus had been with her. She was 
fully convinced, both from the word of God 
and the testimony of his children, that the 
way of faith is the right. way. She had 
exhorted others simply to believe in the 
promise of God, and when they had done 
so, they were blessed. She truly triumphed 


in the faith of God, and many wer 


edified with her simple experience. 


_ A once prize-fighter, a friend of “ Awful — 


Gardiner,” witnessed a good confession 
to the power of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus. For some months his spirit has been 
in a state of restless desire, but now he is 
in the banquefing house, and the banner 
of perfect love is over him. 

These great sinners cry for the great 
salvation, —its fulness. 


“WHO ARE THESE?” 


Who are these in bright array ,— 
This exulting, happy throng, 

Round the altar night and gay, 
Hymning one triumphant song? 


‘‘ Worthy is the Lamb once slain, 
Blessing, honor, glory, power; 
Wisdom, riches, to obtain, — 
New dominion every hour.”’ 


These through fiery trials tread; 
These from great afflictions came; 

Now before the throne of God, 
Sealed with his almighty name; 


Clothed in raiment pure and white, 
Victor palms in every hand, 

Through their great Redeemer’s might, 
More than conquerors they stand. 


Hunger, thirst, disease, unknown, 
On immortal fruits they feed: 

Then, the Lamb, amidst the throne, 
Shall to living fountains lead. 


Joy and gladness banish sighs; 
Perfect love dispels all fears; 

And, forever, from their eyes, 

_ God shall wipe away their tears. 


The Shana. 
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DR. AND MRS. PALMER. 


‘Winpsor, BerKsntireE, Ena. 
Jan. 10, 1861. 


WE are now at the royal town of Wind- | 


sor. This is the second time within the 

half year that in the regular course of 
labor we have been thrown within a short 

distance of Her Royal Majesty the sove- 

reign of England. I was conversing with 

an old soldier, who has served under four 

sovereigns of England, and is now one of 
Her Majesty’s private guards. He is deep- 

ly pious, and I said, “ You doubtless pray 

for your Queen.” “Pray for her,” he’ 
exclaimed, “yes, indeed I do; I have been 

in the habit of going into every room in 

the castle, every night, and there is not a 
room in which I have not prayed for Her 
Majesty, and I have often gone up into 

her throne, and prayed for Her Majesty 

there.” 

This soldier is an old veteran of the 
class, and I was thankful that one who is 
oft permitted to enter into the audience 
chamber of the King of kings, and knows 
how to move the arm that rules the uni- 
verse, is so faithful and affectionately 
earnest in pleading for the blessing of the 
King immortal, eternal, invisible, on the 
sovereigh of England. 

Dr. Palmer, sPeaking of their labors i in 
Banbury says: “ Ilere the Lord commenced 
to work in great power, so that in nineteen 
days the secretaries recorded the names of 
five hundred and forty-seven of those who 
found the Saviour, and one hundred and 
twelve who had obtained the blessing of 
perfect elove. Many thrilling incidents 
might be related of many places where we 
have labored. One of the converts here 
was a prize-fighter, a most notorious char- 
acter. 

A magistrate, standing by me in the 
chapel, who is a leader, said, “ That man is 
one of the worst characters we have 
around us; I committed him to prison not 
six weeks ago.” He was spoken to by one 


of the members, and invited to attend the 
chapel, but he treated the pastor rudely, 
and inquired whether I was a fighting 
man. To this brother’s surprise the first 
man he met in the vestry the same even- 
ing was this fighting character, a broken- 
hearted penitent, and before ten o’clock 
that night he was rejoicing in Christ as his 
Saviour. He went home and told his 
wife what the Lord had done for. him. 

The same person who accosted him first, 
saw him a few days after, and he said, “ I 
am after my Pats,” meaning his former 
associates. “I don’t intend . to wait till 
they attatk me, but they are — away 
from me like rats before a ferret.” 

“At another time, while he was standing 
beside the canal, a gentleman passed by 
and said, They had better dip you in this 


water and finish you. He looked at him 


and said, “If you don’t alter your hand 
you'll get dipped, but it will be in a hotter 
place than this.” He was a great drunk- 
ard, and on Sabbath said to his friend 
that invited him, “ This is my wedding- 
day, and I am going to keep it in the house 
of God. Ihave been drunk on the 9th of 
December for twenty years; my wife and 
children will have plum-pudding for din- 
ner to-day, which they have not had before 
on this day.” THe also,said, I have fought 
many hard battles for the devil, but I'll 
fight some harder ones for Jesus.” I 
should have told you that your sister P. 
has been invited to Poole to lay the corner 
stone of a temperance hall, and I also am 
invited to preside at the temperance meet- 
ing in the evening. Two or three letters 
have been received within a day or two, 
urging our acceptance, but should we go, 
it will be in connection with our work, and 
renewing the battle at Poole. 


— 


“ God hath many sharp-cutting instru- 
ments and rough files for the polishing of 
his jewels, and those he especially esteems, 
and means to make the most resplendent, 


Leighton. 


he hath oftenest his tools upon.”— 
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LETTER FROM A FRIEND.—No. 2. 


BroTHEerR DeEGEN: I have received another 
communication from the sister whose letter was 
published in the January No. of the ‘‘Guide,”’ and 
it breathes such a spirit of joyous triumph I am 
induced to send a portion of it for publication. 

M. D. W. 


“DraAR Sister W.: Gladly I received 
yours, and the time probably seems longer 
than the reality while you wait a reply; 
and much rather would I see and converse 
with you face to face with regard to the 
deep things of God,— his love, precious, 
rich and free, as it shines upon my heart 
through Jesus,— than to employ the dull 
and silent language of the pen. Yet see- 


‘ing the preferable is denied, I will be 
‘thankful for the one granted, and the 


happy results to one of our correspond- 
ence, will, I trust, always be a theme of 
rejoicing. 

My heart is still rejoicing in God, ad it 
seems to me (and shall I say too much ?) 
that I am drinking from that inexhaustible 
fountain, that river of life which flows fast 
by the throne of light. 

Oh, there is such a blessedness, such 
light, glory, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, such sinking into God’s will, and 
desire to know and do his will, and to 
have it done in al things pertaining to 
this life as well as to the future! 


How insignificant appear all my ways: 


and will, — how little Iknow! There is 
such an inflowing of love divine that my 
heart dissolves under its melting power, so 
that my seasons of prayer are oftener turned 
to praise, thanksgiving, and glory to God 
and the Lamb, than to the earnest plead- 


_ Ings for wanderers and poor sinners which 
_ Thavefelt heretofore ; indeed, I sometimes 
~ fear I am losing this burden and crying 


out of my ‘peart. Why have I not seen 
before that Jesus loves me; not because I 
am worthy, but because it is his own 
divine attribute, — his element. 

I see in him, not only a_ willingness, 


_ ability, and desire to impart unto me the 


gifts and graces of the Spirit while I ask 


but such a matchless, indescribable love.e 
He loves to do it! This view brings us 
into close communion with Christ, — we 
inhale the divine influence, — it makes in- 
tercession in our hearts, and through its 
promptings we ask and receive, seek and 
find, knock and it is opened unto us. 

Now being made free from sin, and be- 
come servants of God, we have our fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
How plain, easy, and glorious! Ah, yes, 
I now seem to comprehend these precious 
words, “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in. heart, 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” Why? Because Jesus is all in all 
to us. 

How different is this coming to him from 
what it has been heretofore! Then it was. 
a mixture of hope, fear, doubt, and unber 
lief ; now it is hope, faith, and knowledge, 
with much assurance. Sometimes some- 
thing whispers, “ You will get away from 
this.” No, no, not so long as I keep close 
by the bleeding side of Jesus, where .the 
healing streams flow so freely for the 
cleansing and sanctifying of my precious 
soul. Blessed Saviour, bind me to thee 
as with a seven-fold cord, that I may never 
know a separation agaM. And while I 
plead with thee, thou precious Redeemer, 
for safety till deliverance comes, my faith 
and hope grow stronger, and I seem to 
catch the accents of thy last prayer offered 
for thine own loved ones: “ Father, I will 
that they also whom thou hast given me, 
be with me, where I am, that thep may be- 
hold my glory which thou hast given me; 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world ; that the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me slay be in them and Tin them.” 
Is it possible? Is it true? “And he 
said unto me, “7'hese sayings are faithful 
and true.” Qh, how sure, rich, and precious 
are all the promises of God to me! They 


| are yea and amen to the glory of God, and 
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will be verified even ante us. No failure 
here. Surein Christ. Hallelujah. Praise 
the Lord! * * *#* Yours in love. 


MAN AND HIS SAVIOUR. 


A very old German author discourses 
thus tenderly of Christ : — 

“ My soul is like a hungry and thirsty 
child, and I need his love and consolations 
for my refreshment. I am a wandering 
and lost sheep, and I need him as a good 
and faithful Shepherd. My soul is like a 
frightened dove, pursued by a hawk, 
and’ I need his wounds for a refuge. I am 
a feeble vine, and I need his cross to lay 
hold of, and wind myself about it. I am 
a sinner, and I need his righteousness. ‘I 


_* aim naked and bare, and need his holiness 


and: innocence for a covering. I am in 
trouble and alarm, I need his solace. I 
am ignorant, and I need his teaching; 
simple and foolish, and I need the guidanee 
of his Holy Spirit. 

‘In no situation, and at no time can I 
do without him. Do I pray? he must 
prompt and intercede forme. Am [ ar- 
raigned by Satan at the divine tribunal ? 
he must be my advocate. Am | in afflic- 
tion? he must be my helper. Am I per- 
secuted by the world? he must defend 
me. When I am forsaken, he must be 
my support; when dying, my relief; 
when mouldering in the grave, my resur- 
rection. 

“ Well, then, I will rather part with all 
the world, and all that it contains, than 
with thee, my Saviour; and, God be 
thanked, I know that thou art not willing 
to do without me. Thou art rich, and I 
am poor; thou hast righteousness, and | 
sin; thou hast oif and wine, and I wounds; 
thou-hast cordials and refreshments, and 
I hunger and thirst. | 

Use me,. then, my Saviour, for what- 
ever purpose, and in whatever way thou 
mayest require. Here is my poor heart, 
my empty vessel; fill it with thy grace. 
Here is my sinful and troubled soul; 
quicken and refresh it with thy love. 


Take my heart for thine abode ; my mouth 
to spread the glory of thy name; my love 
and all my powers for the advancement of 
thy honor and the service of thy believing 
people, and never suffer the steadfastness 
and confidence of my faith to abate, that 
so, at all times, I may be enabled from the 
heart to say, ‘ Jesus needs me, and I him, 
so we suit each other.’” 


SUFFERING WITH CHRIST. 


FROM “ MILLENNIAL EXPERIENCE.” 


Ir is difficult, if not impossible, to under- 
‘stand the character and will of any being 
without entering into his condition and 
knowing the circumstances in which he 
moved: We need experience to teach. 
Christ was a suffering Saviour, and if we 
would know him, we must sympathize 
with him in this respect. It would be 
difficult to conceive how God could be- 
come incarnate and dwell among men 
without suffering ; and it is equally dif_i- 
cult to conceive how any one can possess 
his spirit and be actuated by the same be- 
nevolence, without also suffering with him. . 
The character and conduct of men must 
grieve him as nothing else could. How 
important, then, in understanding the will 
of God, that we should enter into this state 
of suffering with our Lord, and be ready 
to pass through any trial which we may 
be called to endure in the course of divine 
previdence. ‘This must be the case if we 
would understand thoroughly his will and 
his ways. For this reason Paul wished to 
sound the depths of his sufferings, even 
made conformable unto his death. Much 
is said in the Scriptures of the sufferings 
of God’s people. Afilictions are spoken 
of as their peculiar lot, and those who have 
been most abundantly blessed have shared 
‘most largely in the tribulations of this life. 
The redeemed in heaven are represented 
as having come out of great tribulation. 
This is not represented as the history of a 
few, but of all who have ascended to glory. 


We are plainly told at the outset that it is 
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through much tribulation we are to enter 
the kingdom of God. Acts xiv. 22.... 
The state of the impenitent world is a 
source of great grief to one abiding in 
Christ. He will feel as Christ felt for sin- 
ners, and deny himself in their behalf. 
Paul could say, I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart, in view of 
the impenitence of his countrymen. He 
felt the same burden for them which 
Christ felt, and he is willing to lay down 
his life for them, if he might thereby save 
them. Let one only possess the spirit of 
Christ, how differently he feels for the 
condition of sinners. “ I beheld the trans- 
gressors, and was grieved.” “Rivers of 
waters run down my eyes because they 
keep not thy law.” He does not need 
some overt wickedness, some awful crime 
to arouse him to feel for sinners; their 
simple impenitence moves him to this de- 
gree. He cannot sit by unmoved while 
conscious that sinners are going to hell. 
No one knows the burden of souls but he 
who has felt it. Days and nights the bur- 
den rests upon him and weighs him down. 
He has no relief but as he prays, and fre- 
quently that increases the burden. The 
struggle may be longer or shorter, it 
may last for weeks, or months, or even 
years, depending upon circumstances. It 
is often as great as the soul can bear, and 
if it did not find relief it would sink under 
the burden. And we see not why the 
burden may not at times abridge life and 
induce a premature death. The suffering 
and trial are nothing compared with the 
blessing. You remember Jacob experi- 
enced a’great temporal calamity when he 
prevailed with God. It is better to die 
wrestling with God, than to live and know 
‘nothing about suffering with Christ in be- 
half of a dying world. Yes, it is blessed to 
“die for the ‘same object for which our Sa- 
viour suffered and died. It helps to fill 
up that which is behind in the afflictions 
of Christ, and thus to sanctify God’s peo- 
ple and convert a dying world. ..... 
‘If one has real faith in Christ, if he walks 


by faith, he will not go far before he will | 
find his faith tried, and he will be called to 
endure hardness as a good soldier of the 
cross. Suffering for Christ, then, should 
only be sought in the will of God, and not 
to gratify any worldly ambition or vain 
notoriety ; not to be the hero of a perse- 
cution, or an illustrious martyr of some 
reform. No, the humble self-denying 
Christian will desire no such thing, and he 
will do nothing to provoke any unnecessa- 
ry opposition. He will endure sufferings ~ 
and trials, as the Lord brings them upon 
him. If he trusts in the Saviour, he will 
find them coming upon him in a perfectly 
natural way. God tries those who have 
faith that they may have more. : 

These sufferings are not to be viewed 
in the light of a misfortune, as something 
to be dreaded and avoided. Paul says he 
rejoiced in them. ‘ Who now rejoice in 
my sufferings for you,” etc. Then again, 
“Therefore I take pleasure in privations, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu- 
tions, in distresses for Christ’s sake.” He 
does not shrink from them, nor try to avoid 
them, but he glories in his afflictions, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon him. 
He desires to know the fellowship of his 
sufferings being made conformable unto 
his death... .. Is it strange, then, that 
Paul should say to his son Timothy, in his 
last letter, just before putting on his crown 
of martyrdom, “ Be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel, according to the 
power of God”? What better testimony 
could we ask in respect to the desirable- 
ness of suffering with Christ? Here is 
the dying testimony of an experienced 
Christian to a young disciple. Here.is no 
counsel of expediency, telling him how he 
may avoid the offence of the cross and 
shun the opposition of the world. No, not 
a word of it. Be thou a partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel. It would have 
been better for the world if all ministers 
had followed this counsel. There would 
have been more suffering and more conso- 
lations, more conflicts and more triumphs. 
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(Original.] | 


DIVINE GUIDANCE. 


BY M. L. D. 


Ir is written in the word of God, “In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” Often while 
groping our way through life’s labyrinths 
has the query been pressed upon our 
hearts, Who shall lead us, and who guide 
aright? To what extent will God direct ? 
' How far, and in what manner, will he 
lead his people? Where is the limit to 
the privilege of his own covenanted chil- 
dren? Where the line of presumption 
over which his all-consecrated ones may 
not pass? What may we ask of. our 
heavenly Father, expecting he will grant ? 

When we come to an unfrequented 
_ path, where mists and clouds surround ; 
when we feel that our own eye is all too 
short-sighted to pierce the vista of. futurity ; 
when interests of vast importance are 
pending upon the next step’ we take, — 
when by it»we may honor or dishonor 
God; when it is in our hearts to please 
him alone, and we would fain be ever ap- 
proximating himself, and yet know not 
whether the next step will bring us nearer 
or take us further away; when it is the 
all-absorbing desire of our soul to tread 
all the length of the “ narrow way,” yet 
that way is so obscured that we cannot 
see it,—oh, where shall we look for 
guidance ? 

Shall we rely upon our own judgment, 
frail and fallible? Can human wisdom, 
which is but folly, teach us, or shall we 
seek, expecting God’s unerring Spirit to 
guide us ? ‘Is not this the privilege of the 
children of God-? Do we not learn from 
sacred history that, in all past ages, he 
himself has been wont to lead his people? 

Yea, in the old dispensation he con- 
descended to do this in various ways too 
clear to be mistaken, too plain to be mis- 
understood. 

Are we less favored than they ? — 
we who bask in gospel effulgence ? — we 


unto whom has been given the new and 
better dispensation? Nay, verily. Theirs 
was but the twilight of privilege, ours the 
meridian sun; theirs the dim shadow of 
better things to come, ours the glorious 
realization. Their pillar of fire an adum- 
bration of our Holy Ghost blaze. Their 
“Shechinah” illuminated the inner tem- 
ple; our divine Presence the heart’s sanc- 
tuary. Their High Priest could only once 
a year enter the holy of holies; ours, 
“ever liveth to make intercession,” and 
we, through the mediation of the new 
covenant, pass within the veil when we 
will. Coming up from the fountain of 
cleansing — ever open—we may, upon 
the mount of communion, talk with God 
daily,— morning, noon, and evening, with- 


out the sf of Urim and Thummim. We 


may wait upon God to learn his will, 
and the all-wise one, with whom the 
future is as the present, will speak to our 
hearts. | 

‘“ As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God.” “ The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him, and he will show them his covenant.” 


We believe God would have us beh@ld . ~~ | 


our privilege in these latter days, and claim 
and enjoy it; and, instead of conferring 
with flesh and blood, and leaning to our 
own understanding, learn to listen to the 
Spirit’s voice. We believe he would have 
us, by obedience and implicit trust, keep 
our hearts sensitive to holy whisperings, 
sensitive to the Spirit’s monitions through 
his word and providence; and when the 
path of duty is not plain before us, when 
we know not whither to direct our steps, 
—tarry,wait with extended hand, for the 
divine touch; wait until our antitype of 
the pillar and cloud move before us, and, 


except the “ presence of the Lord go with | 
us, go. not up.” | 


Oh, we would that this intimate, holy 
walking and talking with God were more 
universal in the church! 

Oh that the mass of believers would, 
by entire consecration and faith in the all- 
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cleansing blood of the Crucified, remove 
the sin-separating wall of partition be- 
tween God and their hearts, thus making 
the intercourse betwixt earth and heaven 
open and free. ‘Then would they realize, 
indeed, that the “tabernacle of God is 
with men,” and the will of the Lord being 
“done on earth as it is done in heaven.” 


Westport, N. J. 


[Original.] 


JESUS MAKETH INTERCESSION. 


pee R. 8. 


In realms of light where the holy dwell, 
There standeth One pleading for men; 

Clearly and sweetly the anthems swell, _,, 

As ransomed sinners with rapture tell i 
Of the Lamb who for them wag slain. 


But mingling aye with those notes of praise 
Unto him who hath loved them so, 

The cries of the lost in error’s maze 

Come up to the throrfe from earth’s dark ways, 
Telling ever of sin and woe. 


Then, sweeter far than the angels’ song, 
Are the tones of that pleader’s voice: 
** For such, O Father, I’ve suffered long, 
Endured for their sins both shame and wrong, 
That they in thy love might rejoice.’’, 


® °T was only for them I laid me down 
On the altar of sacrifice; 
Resigned for a time my star-gemmed crown, 
And bore in their stead thine awful frown, 
While my death paid their ransom-price.”’ 


** Exalted now from the rock-hewn grave, 
As a daysman I plead with God; 
Father, have pity, —I died to save, — 
And grant for my sake the boon they crave, 
Cleanse their souls in my flowing blood.” 


The Father heedeth that earnest plea, 
He looks on the Crucified One; 
The edict is passed, — and all shall be 
From blemish and stain made wholly free 
Who believe in God’s only Son. 


‘Sinners are pardoned!’ Theseraphs sing, 
And the ransomed repeat the strain, 


While heralds hasten*on love-plumed wing, 


The joyful tidings from God to bring, 
That the lost shall be found again. 


Glory to God for his matchless grace! 

For his mercy to rebels shown! 
He clothes the soul in Christ’s righteousness, 
He leads us on till we see his face, 

And join in the songs round the throne. 


HOLINESS. 
[Original.] 
LIVE FOR CHRIST. 
| BY KATE. 


DrAR READER: May I ask you a few 
questions concerning your precious and 
immortal soul? 1. Do you love the Lord 
Jesus? 2. If so, have you consecrated all 
unto the Lord? 3. Are you living only 
as a steward for Christ; using the riches 
and goods of this world not as your own, 


‘but as belonging to Him who gave them to 


you? 4. Are you thankful for the privi- 
lege of doing good to your fellow-crea- 


\tures? And do you always improve the 


opportunity, when offered,—ever dis- 
charging your duty with unflinching for- 
titude, no matter how crossing to the 
natural feelings it may be? If you do 
not, begin now to live for Christ. 

I will, in the first place, address those 
who, like myself, are enjoying health, 
strength, and youthful days. Oh, dear 
reader, you can do much for Christ. 
Spend the few remaining years or days 
of your probation fully engaged: in the © 
service of your blessed Lord with your 
heart wholly given up to him. “ Remem- 
ber thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.” 

May I now say a few words to those 
who may be upon the bed of languishing, 
afflicted in body and mind?. Perhaps, 
dear brother or sister, you are saying, — 
“T cannot do anything for the glory of — 


| God. Ah, yes you can, by patiently and 


cheerfully bearing those trials; show to 
those around that you are resigned, be- 


cause it is thy loving Lord who has lain 
his hand upon you. 


Now, dear redder, let us go immediately 
to a throne of grace, renew our covenant 


| with God, and give him all our hearts, 


determined to live for Christ. . Oh, may 
we, at the close of this year, say we love 
God better than ever. Praise his holy 


name, we are nearer hume. 
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